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“He...sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.”
Across America, it’s spring again; and the Father
mercifully replenishes the earth with showers. Our
cover pictures a youngster splashing in a refreshing
downpour.
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A TIME FOR CHANGE
by Michael R. Avery, president

ter garb for a majestic robe of dazzling color. Fresh life pushes back the old

and newness abounds everywhere. Nature certainly has no monopoly on
change in the months of April and May. It is also the time of year that ministers
all across the country begin to ask themselves the question, “Is it time for me to
make a change?” Church members, too, begin to hold their own private discus-
sions about the “recall vote.” Though this process happens every year in thou-
sands of churches and has been experienced by thousands of preachers, it still
remains one of the toughest issues pastors and conference leaders face.

Is it really that difficult to know if the pastor should stay or go? One church
leader put it like this, “It really is quite easy to derive the right answer as to
whether a pastor should move or not, if you could remove all the emotional issues
that surround it. Things like home, family, friends and financial security. All these
make it very difficult to face up to any change that we know ought to be made.”

S pring is the season of promised change. Nature changes its dull lifeless win-

WHEN SHOULD I CONSIDER LEAVING?

1. When you know that your ministry and leadership are no longer effective.

An effective ministry must be earned, but it is also given to us by those who
willingly follow. When you reach the place where people are no longer following,
you are, in effect, no longer leading. When you are no longer leading, you can’t
take the church where it needs to go, no matter how capable you are. When your
effectiveness is gone, the platform upon which you build your preaching min-
istry is gone. Your sermons may still be well prepared and clear, but they will not
strike with force or accomplish their purpose.

2. When you no longer have a vision or a burden for the church.

When a pastor has no burden for the work at hand, when he ceases to dream
about the future of his church, it is time to go! God pity the church which must
endure a pastor with no passion for his ministry! The loss of a vision for your
church becomes transparent in your conversation, administration and
preaching. The joy and excitement of special days are gone. New ideas and
approaches are a bother. You have no conscious strategy to build up the work.

You can’t minister effectively without passion and vision.

3. When you realize that the church and you are no longer philosophically

compatible.
Are you on the same wavelength with the people you serve? Have you
outgrown them? Have they outgrown you? Do the two of you still see
ministry in the same light? Are your goals and methods in agreement?
Have you made a change in values and beliefs that (p25)ms
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It is a privilege to hear from readers of the Revivalist. Names
and locations of writers will be withheld at their specific request
or at the discretion of the editor. We reserve the right to edit and
condense all letters selected for publication. They should be
addressed to the Editorial Office, 1810 Young Street, Cincinnati,
Ohio 45210, or e-mailed to revivalist@gbs.edu. Letters reprinted
here do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the editor of God’s
Revivalist nor those of the administration of God's Bible School.

ENCOURAGED BY STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE

As I read the September 2001 issue and your editori-
al (“Amen, Dr. Nicholson!” page 5) concerning the stan-
dard of excellence that you will continue to incorporate
as a publication, I was once again challenged and encour-
aged. I stand firm with my shoulder next to yours to see
that this beacon of Spirit and Truth continues on and
holds the standard of excellence which you have well laid
out in these six goals. This is a standard of excellence
which should be the norm for, and is becoming of, all
who name the name of Christ in every aspect of life. I
applaud you and all of the staff and encourage the pre-
cepts and principles which you have laid out.

TIM HUGHES (’90)
Newville, Pennsylvania

TIMES OF REFRESHING

It is always with a sense of delight when I read God'’s
Revivalist. I know each writing comes from hearts and
minds which have been touched by God and from experi-
ence in life’s walk with God.

I appreciated so very much your editorial, “Maudie’s
Benedictus” (December 2001). You also remember those
times at the camp meeting in Ansley, Nebraska, when
Maudie and others would meet for early prayer in the
tabernacle. What times of refreshing those were!

FLOYD L. COOPER
University Park, Iowa

ISSUE ON PAIN
I just read your latest issue on pain [October 2001].
You guys do an excellent job. The articles were superb.

ED DURHAM, Field Director
Evangelical Bible Mission /Ukraine
E-mail

(continued on page 6)

4 / GOD'S REVIVALIST and BIBLE ADVOCATE

Missions Around

The World

Each month we publish brief “field reports”
from missionaries around the world. Missionaries
are invited to send us their newsletters and other
information about their activities. GBS graduates
are especially urged to respond, but we also wish
to include others who uphold our vision and our
commitment.

ERITREA

“The Rev. Berhane Kahsai, director of Faith
Mission High School in Decamere, Eritrea, writes
that the Ministry of Education has legally approved
the reopening of our high school. He reminds us
that it is not a simple task to operate the high
school. Especially needed are qualified teachers
who are certified in secular education...”

—Missionary Herald

HONDURAS

“In a very remote part of the rugged mountains
is a young man who has felt the call of God to get
the gospel out. Through the means of a simple, low-
powered radio station, God is using him in an
unusual way. Lucio, 38 years old, took an old
AM/FM casette radio player and somehow converted
it to a low-powered FM radio transmitter. He then
took various pieces of an old car radio, another
casette recorder, a microphone, and most impor-
tant of all, a 12-volt car battery to build his trans-
mitter. The battery will last about one month before
it has to be recharged. Recently, as a direct result of
his broadcast, there were three people saved in a
nearby village.”

—Donald Moore, EFM Missionary Herald

PHILIPPINES

“We thoroughly enjoy the cool climate and the
awesome mountain scenery in this former summer
capital located at 5,400 feet,” report Robert and Kay
Bickert who moved into their new residence at the
Baguio Ministry Center, December 20. “In
November Robert began teaching his course in dis-
cipleship and church planting in a new extension
program in Baguio, offered through the Asia Pacific
Nazarene Theological Seminary, located in Manila.
Also he teaches the same extension course for pas-
tors at the Wesleyan Bible College campus on
Tuesday evenings. At the same time, Kay teaches
Romans at WBC this semester.” The Bickerts are
former GBS staff members. i



JUBILEE
by Larry D. Smith, editor

as IHC outlived its day? Should
I—Iz’t be written off as ‘mission
accomplished’ and quietly put
to rest?” To these questions, S.D. Her-
ron answered “emphatically and

unequivocally NO!” For as he contin-
ued, “IHC has a vital rea-

ness. This year we’ll share the excite-

ment of Jubilee—50 years of IHC!
This also means 50 years of the
Conservative Holiness Movement. For
as an organized, self-identifying struc-
ture, our coalition of Wesleyan tradi-
tionalists had its origin at

son for continuing. AsIsee  WE’RE ABOUT IHC’s first convention in
it, it is the one united 1952. This was only seven
voice, the one channel of READY TO GO years after World War II;
fellowship and cooperation and throughout the “old-
between the groups and UP TO line” holiness churches,
churches of the conserva- there were disturbing
tive holiness people.” JERUSALEM, changes, brought on by
Dr. Herron gave this what the scholars call
endorsement of the Inter- LIGHT THE  embourgoisement. This is
church Holiness Conven- the pursuit of middle-class
tion a generation ago, but BIRTHDAY affluence and respectability
it takes on renewed sig- which ravages aging
nificance as we approach CANDLES AND denominations; and it
IHC’s 50th anniversary. Dur- means “dumbing down”
ing three days in April, CELEBRATE  the Bible’s demands for
Dayton again will holy living and muting its
become our Jeru- THE JUBILEE! call for separation from

salem, “whither
the tribes go up.” IHC’s
great national conven-
tion is half reunion and
half camp meeting,
where we ride the
escalators, huddle
over hotdogs, and
show off photos of
our grandchildren.
We crane our
heads to see the
dignitaries, mar-
vel at the banks of
flowers, cry over the
choir singing, cheer on
the preachers, and bask in
luscious family together-

popular sin.

Conservatives called it “worldli-
ness,” and H. Robb French and Harold
E. Schmul decided to do something
about it. Both well-known evangelists,
they summoned an interdenomina-
tional convention in Salem, Ohio, for
“fasting, prayer, humiliation, and
heart searching that the Holy Spirit
may visit us again with old time
power.” This was so successful that it
led to further conventions and a vari-
ety of satellite ministries. For over 40
years, Schmul was IHC’s “chore boy,”
motivator, and director; and he
became the unconsecrated archbishop
of the movement which coalesced
around the conventions. (p26)m»

April 2002/ 5



OMV‘ RGC\CIGV‘S RGS POV\CI

(continued from page 4)

I’LL TO ZION GO!

I was trying to get through all of [the mail], and I
came to your article in the [December] Revivalist, enti-
tled “Maudie’s Benedictus.” It was such a blessing that I
stopped reading quickly and ran upstairs to get my old
“blue-backed book” and thought of that song from the
past [“I Take the Narrow Way”]. I saved the article and
read some of it to my wife later. Since writers do not see
their audience exactly as when they preach, I'll send my
“Amen!” And by His grace, I will not “slack my pace, For
earth’s fanastiac show, For like a flint I've set my face,
That I'll to Zion go.”

GARY E. BOWELL
Richland Center, Wisconsin

Editor’s Note. By way of explanation, the old “blue-
backed book” was the Free Methodist/Wesleyan
Methodist hymnal of 1910, which is probably the
finest classical church hymnal ever published in the
holiness movement.

PRESIDENT’S RESOLUTIONS RANG A BELL
From a retired pastor of 45 years in the Church of
God, Anderson, this is to tell you [that “The President’s
Page,” Winter 2002] really rang a bell with me—a respon-
sive chord. I look forward to seeing how you address each
of them. GBS was only a name to me, until someone
introduced me to God’s Revivalist. 1 find reading it spiri-
tually uplifting and challenging.
WAYNE WARNER
E-mail

WE SAY THE CREED

I appreciate the article by Larry Smith, “We Pledge
the Flag; We Say the Creed” in the November issue of the
Revivalist. Since we repeat the Creed each Sunday at
Wesley United Methodist Church where I lead singing,
the article made me thankful afresh for what I believe.

o MRS. DOUGLAS WAUGH
Huntsville, Alabama

USES DR. BROWN’S PULPIT STUDIES

I enjoy the paper God’s Revivalist so much. I've been
using some of Brother Brown’s “pulpit” studies in a Bible
study I have with some people. Keep holding true to the
“old paths.”

MRS. AUDREY B. PRICE
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THE OTHER CHEEK
I very much enjoy and appreciate the Revivalist and
your work in making it a very worthwhile work. I'm glad
the November issue carried R.S. Taylor’s article, “Where
Was God on September 11?” However for me, some of it
raised some very serious questions. “Love your enemies...If
you (only) do good to those who do good to you, what is
different about this?” (Luke 1:27-33). “You've heard it said,
‘an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth,” but I say...If some-  °
one strikes you on the cheek, turn the other...“ (Matthew
5:38-48). Are these the “honeyed-talk” he refers to? And
was the Nazarene Carpenter a “peacenik,” giving out advice
of limited use and application?”
J. H. VERNON
Riverton, Wyoming

HOLY SPIRIT INDWELLS JUSTIFIED BELIEVER
I read [Dr. Allan P. Brown’s] article called “God Loves
You with a Lavish Love” (Revivalist, October, 2001),
and...it thrilled my soul to know there are others out
there in the holiness movement who believe that the
Holy Spirit indwells the born again believer the moment
he is justified. 1 have been reading John Wesley’s sermons
and notes and found that he believed that a justified per-
son is indwelled by the Holy Spirit. I also have my own
scriptural testimony.
KAROLYN WHITEHEAD
E-mail

VERY GOOD READING
We appreciate your magazine so much. It has been
very good reading. Your editor does a superb job.

REV. AND MRS. HAROLD E. SUMAN |*
Defiance, Ohio |

AT ONE SITTING

God’s Revivalist is always a great blessing, and we
read it nearly through at one sitting. Please convey to the
press our many thanks. Our prayers are with you.

REV. AND MRS. H. L. BARTLETT
Memphis, Tennessee

SHARED BLESSING

A friend who is on your mailing list of
God'’s Revivalist and Bible Advocate
passed a copy of the magazine to me,
and the November 2001 issue wasa
blessing.

DONALD BAKER
Roanoke, Virginia




10 Crucial Accountability
Questions . ..:c

funny, and very insightful. He would be considered

one of those “ten-talent guys.” Dr. Henry—not his
real name, of course—was trained at some of the best
schools in America. It was evident when he spoke that he
had command of his subject matter, as well as the King’s
English. I sat spellbound as this ordained minister held
his audience in the palm of his hand as he wove the tapes-
try of his sermon from beginning to end. His stories were
excellent, his exegesis was solid, and his application was
wonderful. Wow! This fellow connected!

Dr. Henry had just finished a brand-new book. After
he finished his speech, he started selling his books. It was
a mad dash to get one. I admit I was a little rude myself,
trying to grab his latest bit of wisdom; and somehow, I did
manage to get the last book he had for sale that Saturday
afternoon.

You understand, don’t you, that this man seemed to have
everything? He was highly educated, had a large church, fre-
quent invitations to speak abroad, and loads of respect from
his students, peers, and denominational leaders.

He had everything, except one thing, it seems; and
that one thing was simply this: se had no one to help keep
him accountable in his Christian life. 1 was deeply dis-
tressed when I heard that he was having an affair with a
woman in his church. No, not this preacher! He was the
one who had warned us, and now he was committing the
same sin which he had warned others about! My heart
ached for his wife, children, ministry outreach, and his
future. I shivered to think how much damage would be

done to the name and cause of Christ by this man’s sin.
Remember, this was a “ten-talent guy.”

Dr. Henry lost his church, his influence, and

his respect. How could this happen? How

could a man so effective in the min-

istry end up selling Chevrolets?

Is there some way to avoid

these tragedies? Of

course, there is

He was a wonderful speaker—gifted, charming,

always hope; and possibly Dr. Henry can be restored to
ministry; but think of the pain and damage involved in
the process.

A friend of mine worked for Dr. Henry. He comment-
ed that no one could get close to the “senior minister.”
He built walls instead of proper relationships. He was
private, instead of finding someone to help him stay
pure. An accountability partner would not have guaran-
teed that Dr. Henry would not have fallen into immoral-
ity, but it certainly would have made it more difficult for
him to do so.

I thank God that I have a friend and accountability
partner. We meet often and ask the following ten ques-
tions to each other. We got some of them from a radio
preacher and then added to the list ourselves. We joke
about question number ten, but it does keep us honest!
Here are the questions we ask each other:

1. Have you been with a woman anywhere this past
week in any situation which might be seen as compro-
mising?

2. Have any of your financial deals lacked integrity?

3. Have you exposed yourself to any sexually-explicit
material?

4. Have you spent adequate time in Bible study and
in prayer?

5. Have you given priority time to your family?

6. Have you fulfilled the mandates of your calling?

7. Have you denied yourself of food or some pleas-
antry in order to draw closer to God?

8. Have you made an effort to witness to someone
about Christ?

9. Can you quote at least one new verse of
Scripture since we last met together?

10. Have you just lied to me?

Both the Bible and church

history give support for
this type of (p20)mmp
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“...Neither; but as the captain of
the host of the Lord am I now
come.” (Joshua 5:14)

would like to think that God is

“on my side” as I face the chal-
lenges and opportunities of each
new day. I'm sure Joshua was of the
same opinion as he anticipated his
first military engagement inside the
borders of the promised land.
However, on the eve of this all-
important battle, God prefaces His
message to Joshua with the star-
tling reminder: “I am, in fact, not
on your side!”

8 / GOD'S REVIVALIST and BIBLE ADVOCATE

Now, if the story ended at this
point, it would be a disheartening
one, for God had already allowed
Joshua to commit himself and his
troops to enemy territory. The
swollen Jordan had resumed flow-
ing, cutting off their route of
escape, should the fighting not go
well (4:18). This was “D-day” for
Joshua and his army. It was the
defining moment, the outcome of
which would either increase or dash
hopes for future conquests.

Most likely Joshua was doing
personal reconnaissance near
Jericho, mapping out last-minute
strategy, when he was startled by

the sight of a man wielding a drawn
sword! Based on the fact that
Joshua later worships face-down
before this Person, Bible students
have long interpreted this as a
divine visitation. This opinion is
reinforced by the instructions for
Joshua to remove his shoes, a state-
ment reminiscent of Moses’ experi-
ence at the burning bush (Exo. 3:5).

Disturbed by the sudden appear-
ance of this armed Warrior, Joshua
questions: “Are you for us or for our
adversaries?” No doubt he hoped for
the comforting reply that the One
with whom he spoke was “for them.”
But the answer came back: “I am on
neither side; rather, I am the captain
of the Lord’s army!”

While this reply might have
been disturbing at first, it proves to
be, in the end, far more comforting
than if God had overtly stated His
support for Joshua. God’s answer
clearly implied that the battle was
actually His and not Joshua’s. The
whole idea of crossing Jordan and
invading Canaan had been God’s
idea in the first place. Now God was
not joining Joshua’s battle; Joshua
was fighting God’s battle. In fact,
Joshua was not even the “comman-
der-in-chief.” God filled that office
too! “As captain of the host of the
Lord am I now come!”

The secret of inner peace in the
midst of life’s reverses and chal-
lenges is the knowledge that the
goals and ambitions we pursue are,
in fact, the will of God. If it is our
own personal agenda that we are
promoting, our lot in life will be
anxiety, frustration and ultimate
failure, regardless of how religious
or noble our plans may seem. Is it
God’s will that we are seeking? Is it
His kingdom that we are building?
If so, then the battle is His. The
burden of success is His. The means
to accomplish the agenda are also
His to provide. He is not on our
side; we are on His side.

Ben Durr Jr. is a pastor and member of the
faculty in the Division of Ministerial
Education, God’s Bible School and College.



Before
You Vote

by William Snider

he regulating of pastor- //

parish relations has long
challenged the institutional //
church. The democratiz- |
ing of church government /,
has brought a shift froma |
clergy- dominated religiO}Zs land-
scape to an autonomous lay-gov-
erned congregation. Central to this
understanding of local church orga-
nization is the pastoral vote. This
now time-honored institution has
provided the occasion for much fear
and trepidation on the part of minis-
ters and lay people alike. In many
instances, it is simply a structured
time to express support and approval
for the pastor; but the negative
option is available and hence the
trauma to all involved in the process.

Increase in tension at this pivotal
point in the life of a local church
should be a matter of concern to all.
A study by the Barna Research Group
reports that in the last twenty years,
the average pastoral tenure has
shrunk from seven to barely five
years. The change is in part the
result of hostility between pulpit and
pew. Marcia Myers, director of per-

sonnel services for the Presby-
terian Church (USA) reports
that of 84 cases in which rela-
tionships were terminated in
2000, one-fourth were involun-
tary. Moreover, Kevin Leicht,
professor of sociology at the
University of Iowa and author of
Professional Work, comments,
“Clergy firings are very high
compared with the national
labor force where 1.2% of all
employees are involuntarily ter-
minated. The rate is higher than
coaches in the NFL, a notorious-
ly unstable profession.”

There is little question that
the problem mirrors the trou-
bled and turbulent nature of our
times. Frustration with the
church’s ineffectiveness leaves
pastor and people jaded. Perhaps
the prominence of polished

media ministers has raised the
level of expectation, leaving the
more typical minister to com-
pare unfavorably. Whatever
the reason, it is interesting to
note the report of church
consultant Alan Klaas, who
says that only 7% of minis-
ters forced from their pul-
pits were guilty of personal

misconduct and that 67%

of the congregations where
such changes occurred had
encountered conflict with the
previous pastor. The result,
then, is a compounding prob-
lem and not a cure.

Pulpits are emptied, with
trained ministers unwilling to
accept the emotional stress of con-
forming to frequently unwritten or
unannounced expectations. Parson-
age children—scarred from trauma
induced by church-related con-
flict—frequently reject both the
institutional church and its mes-
sage. Congregations are divided,
new converts lost, watching parish-
ioners’ children disillusioned, and
the church marked in the immedi-
ate community, as well as in the
broader ecclesiastical context. The
tragedy is intensified as one views
the increasing need in our world for
both a healthy local church and a
competent, aggressive ministerial
work force.

In reality, the “no” or “change”
vote is the ultimate expression for
both sides of the pulpit. For lay
members, it is the ultimate expres-
sion of frustration or discontent,
declaring that for whatever reason,
they prefer that their pastor move
elsewhere. To the pastor and his
family, it is the ultimate expression
of rejection with all the accompa-
nying hurts. Since a “no” vote usu-
ally brings pain to everyone,
shouldn’t we take a closer look at
the conflicts that ravage our
churches, as well as ways of bring-
ing about reconciliation and mutu-
al understanding?

1. Consider perspective. Van-
tage point and perception (p20)m
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NEWS FROM THr HiLLTOP

FEBURARY CHOIR TOUR COVERS 3500 MILES

“Our choir was well received at each service, and the blessing of
God was evident on its ministry.” In these words, the Rev. Jack
Hooker, GBS Vice-President for Advancement, summarized the Late
Winter Tour of the College Choir, February 14-24, during which four-
teen services were held in eight states. A total of approximately 2600
persons attended the five Florida services held in Summerfield,
Clearwater, Lakeland, Sanford, and Avon Park. “It was good to greet
GBS alumni represented in each location,” adds Hooker. “We praise
God for His protection on the choir members as they traveled 3,500
miles. We also praise Him for the generosity of the friends of GBS, as
they gave wonderfully in support of the school.” The choir was conducted
by Professor Garen Wolf, assisted by Deanna Wolf, and was accompa-
nied by Tim Crater.

ALDERSGATE NOW INCLUDES DISTANCE EDUCATION

“We’ve just received the necessary permissions to move to
Phase Two in creating the Aldersgate Community,” reports Dr.
Kenneth Farmer, Vice-President for Academic Affairs. Aldersgate,
GBS'’s program for those unable to attend regular campus classes
but who wish to continue their education, is for “busy people with
burning hearts,” as he explains. “We are pleased with the cohort
of students progressing through Aldersgate thus far.”

Phase One of Aldersgate’s development centers in week-long
block classes taught five times a year and supplemented by inde-
pendent study for those wishing to complete the degree Associate
of Arts in Bible and Theology. Various ministerial education sub-
jects have been offered in such block classes this year, and Daniel
and Revelation will be taught this spring (see additional article).

“We were very careful to structure Aldersgate in a way that was
acceptable to our accrediting agency, the Accrediting Association for
Bible Colleges (AABC), as well as the government,” Dr. Farmer
explains. “It was always our intention to move toward expanding
Aldersgate to include the Bachelor of Arts in Ministerial Education
and utilize distance education as a delivery option. We just received
authorization from AABC to do both.

“What this means is that we can be more flexible in how we deliver
courses to our students. Sometimes students simply cannot come to
campus, even for the weeklong classes. In those cases, we still have the
option of distance education. Distance education can take several forms:
(1) Professors teaching at an off-campus location; (2) online courses
under the Aldersgate Community section at www.gbs.edu; (3) course
materials built around video and/or audio recording of lectures; or (4)
packaged, independent study courses. While it will take a while to get
courses on our website, we hope to start with the one-hour practical and pas-
toral ministry classes which will involve a series of on-demand mini video
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lectures to supplement readings and other assignments.”

This innovative approach to continuing education offers both quality
and flexibility. One of its advantages is that students may apply for gov-
ernment financial aid. An important guideline, however, is that if a stu-
dent takes more than 50% of courses by distance education, federal
financial aid will be reduced for that semester.

“We hope to continue developing Aldersgate Community so that it
continues to meet the educational needs of those deeply committed to
ministry but unable to attend Bible school as a regular, resident student,”
Dr. Farmer emphasizes.

If you would like to become part of Aldersgate or would just like
more information, contact Lottie Tryon, Aldersgate Coordinator, at
513-721-7944 (extension 122) or at ltryon@gbs.edu. “It is never too
late to learn!”

EARN COLLEGE CREDIT AT CAMP MEETING!

Dr. Allan P. Brown, chair of the Division of Ministerial Education, will
teach a GBS Aldersgate college course in Daniel and Revelation during
this year’s GBS camp meeting. Held 1:00-5:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday, May 2024, the class will be offered for three hours credit, contin-
uing education, or simply audit for personal enrichment. Interested per-
sons should contact Aldersgate Coordinator, Lottie Tryon, at (513) 721-
7944 (extension 122) or at ltryon@gbs.edu. as soon as possible, as there
will be accompanying outside work assignments.

DR. A. PHILIP BROWN II JOINS THE GBS FACULTY

We are pleased to announce the addition of Dr. A. Philip Brown II to
our college faculty. Philip is scheduled to graduate from Bob Jones
University (BJU) this May with a PhD in Old Testament Interpretation. He
also has a BA in Ministerial Education (HSBC, 1993). He received the MA
in Bible at BJU in 1995, at which time he received the Qufstanding
Masters Student Award as the MA graduate with the highest GPA.

Philip’s professional development has evolved from being a graduate
assistant for Greek studies for a five-year period to being a full-time staff
member at Bob Jones University since 1998. He has already amassed an
impressive writing portfolio. In addition to a number of papers, subject
studies, and word studies, he wrote a 13-lesson college-level Sunday
School series entitled “Developing Biblical Interpersonal Relationships,”
published by Bob Jones University Press. Philip was co-editor of the latest
revision of the Bob Jones University NT Greek Handbook. He also has
had two book reviews published in Biblical Viewpoint.

Concurrent with these educational endeavors, Philip has been very
active in ministry, serving as a chaplain while in college, and as a Sunday
School teacher and associate pastor at Easley Bible Methodist Church,
Easley, South Carolina.

Philip was married July 28, 2001, to Marianne Slagenweit.
Marianne will graduate in May with a MEd in Elementary Education
from Bob Jones University. Her undergraduate degree is in Religious
Education (AWC, 1999). She currently works full time as a customer
service representative for Bob Jones University Press and will teach in
the academy at GBS.

We welcome Philip and Marianne Brown into the GBS family! —KF

BRIEFLY NOTED: The Rev. Jack Hooker, GBS Vice-President for
Advancement, has been elected a member of the Mt. Auburn Community
Council, which serves the school’s Cincinnati neighborhood . In

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

God’s Bible School is always interested in
quality people in a wide range of fields,
teaching at various levels, doing office
work, etc. We are very forward-looking in
our approach to hiring. Two of those com-
ing on staff for fall 2002 have been signed
to a contract since last year, and another is
signed to begin fall 2003. Although we are
interested in good planning, we are aware
that specific needs require immediate
attention. Such is the case for fall 2002.
We need the following positions filled:
English. Preferably a graduate degree in
English. Will accept a candidate with a
bachelor’s degree, if there is a willingness
to pursue a master’s degree. Suggested
assignment for each semester would be to
teach four high school English classes and
one additional high school class.

Science. Preferably a graduate degree in
science. Will accept a candidate with a
bachelor’s degree if there is a willingness
to pursue a master’s degree. Suggested
assignment for each semester would be to
teach four high school science classes and
one college science class.

Mathematics. Preferably a graduate degree
in mathematics. Will accept a candidate
with a bachelor’s degree if there is a willing-
ness to pursue a master’s degree. Suggested
assignment for each semester would be to
teach four high school math classes and
one additional high school class.

All interested parties are encouraged to
send a resume as soon as possible to Dr.
Ken Farmer, Vice President for
Academic Affairs, 1810 Young Street,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45210.

Da. (. Philip Brown. |
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On these pages, we feature items about GBS
alumni, vital statistics, significant events
scheduled throughout the “Revivalist family,”
and brief news notes from across the holiness
movement. Items for inclusion in the “Revival-
ist Family” should be addressed to the Editori-
al Office, 1810 Young Street, Cincinnati, Ohio
45210; or revivalist@gbs.edu.

SPECIAL INTEREST

Dr. Samuel Deets, GBS president
1965-1975, returned home from the hos-
pital on March 7. He is recovering from the
complications of severe pancreatitis.
Friends may send greetings to Dr. Deets at
906 Old Franklin Pike, Cochranton, Penn-
sylvania, 16314. Prayers are requested for
his full recovery.

The Rev. H.E. Darnell, veteran
Nazarene evangelist, died December 10,
2001, in Vivian, Louisiana. He served in the
field of itinerant evangelism for approxi-
mately 60 years.

“I was greatly impressed by your
recent articles about the tenures of the
Garen Wolfs and the Floyd Hyatts [Sep-
tember 2001]. I was Garen and Sheila’s
pastor when they
first moved to
Cincinnati. They
were in their
twenties then, and
I saw in them an
almost unlimited
potential for suc-
cess in the field of
their calling. They
were loyal church
members and have been devoted friends all
these years. Brother Hyatt supplied the
pulpit for me at times when I had to be
away. I was always impressed by his con-
sistent lifestyle and untiring devotion to
God’s Bible School. Thank you for these
wonderful tributes. —7Terry D. Going, Pas-
tor, Breezewood Community Church,
Summerfield, Florida.

Kevin Moser (BA ’90), interim man-
aging editor and art director of God'’s
Revivalist, has been awarded an honorable
mention in the Annual Design Competition
by the Clipper Creative Art Service of
Dynamic Graphics, Inc., for the design of
the Revivalist cover for the Summer 2001
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issue. Clipper Creative Art Service is the
source of most of the clip art and photogra-
phy used by the
Revivalist Press.
The summer issue
cover was featured
in the January
2002 Clipper mag-
azine and can be
viewed on Dynam-
ic Graphics’ web-
site, located at
www.dgusa.com.
On their home page, click on “Clipper” in
the “art services” category. On the Clipper
page, click on the box in the bottom left
corner that says, “2001 design contest win-
ners.” On the design contest page, click on
the text “Kevin Moser — Revivalist Poster”
under the headings “Honorable Mentions”
and “January.”

MARRIAGES

Saralynn Clouse to
Mark Vawter, January
12, 2002, in greater
Indianapolis, Indiana,
Dr. Wingrove Taylor,
officiating. Mrs. Vawter
is a former GBS music
instructor.

Sarah Zaid Jarasat to Scott Allan
Susan, February 16, Amelia, Ohio. She is a
former GBS student.

Nicole Schubert to Chad Wetherald
(GBS ’01), March 9, Hudson, Michigan, the
Rev. Richard Miles, officiating. Nicole is a
former GBS student, and Chad is a 2001
GBS graduate.

BIRTHS

To Philip (’93) and Lynn (’91) Weit-
brecht of Dundee, Ohio, a daughter Julissa
Grace Weitbrecht, born November 19,
2001. She joins two sisters, Hannah Noel,
age 4, and MaKayla Joy, 15 months.

DEATHS

Richard L. Heatwole, Jr., 25, died in
an automobile accident, February 6, near



Corydon, Indiana. A native of Cory-
don, he had spent several years in
Belize with his parents during their
term of service as GBS-appointed mis-
sionaries. He was a devout Christian,
a 1995 graduate of Shiloh Christian
Holiness School, Corydon, and a
member of the Highlander Pilgrim
Holiness Church, Floyd Knobs, Indi-
ana. He is survived by his wife, the
former Tonya J. Holcomb; a daughter
Christina; his parents, Richard L., Sr.,,
and Patricia Ann Brown Heatwole;
two sisters, Tanya M. Brown and
Andrea K. Reynolds; and his grandpar-
ents, Simon and Norma Heatwole and
Evelyn Brown. Funeral services were
held in Corydon, the Rev. Mark
Lemon, officiating, with burial in the
Heidelberg Cemetery. A memorial
fund has been established in his
name.

Paul Thornton Martin, 75, Mora,
Minnesota, died November 28, 2001.

He dropped out of
school to help his
father on the farm
when his older
brothers were draft-
ed into the military
during World War II
but later completed
high school at God’s Bible School,
from which he graduated in 1948.
During his time at GBS he met Naomi
Durkee, to whom he was married
June 8, 1949. After completing
requirements for the degree Bachelor
of Science, he taught school for over
thirty years, retiring in 1984. He was
a good husband, father, and grandfa-
ther, and a godly example to friends
and family.

He is survived by his wife Naomi;
three sons, Mark, Steve, and
Jonathan; six grandchildren; three
great-grandchildren; a brother, Mar-
vin; and other relatives. Funeral ser-
vices were held at Emmanuel Baptist
Church in Mora, with burial in the
Malmo Cemetery.

Marie Edna Noyes, 84, Nevada,
Ohio, died March 5, 2002. A native of
New York, she was converted in youth
and later attended God’s Bible School,
from which she graduated with the

BA degree in 1941. For many years
she worked with her mother in an
inner-city mission in Niagara Falls,
New York. After her mother’s death,
she associated with the Evangelical
Wesleyan Mission, under the direction
of the Rev. Raymond Shreve.

Already past 50 years of age, she
committed herself to do whatever
assignment she was given. She served
in Nicaragua for about 13 months in
the longest continuous period of her
service there and returned two other
times for a total of about 18 months.
She worked in Taiwan for fourteen
years, carrying on a constant schedule
of Bible curriculum English classes.
To this day, the leading ladies of the
Ching Mei church point to her as
their spiritual mother, for she was
faithful to instruct them in Christian
discipleship and communicated her
love in many ways. Among her memo-
rable experiences was sponsoring
scripture verses on billboards and on
city buses in Taipei. She also made
seven trips into mainland China to
distribute scripture and give Christian
witness. Illness forced her to return to
the United States in 1994. She was a
member of the Evangelical Wesleyan
Church in which she was a local
ordained deaconess.

She is survived by four nieces
and one nephew. Funeral services
were conducted at the Bible Wesleyan
Methodist Church, the Rev. Donavon
D. DeLong, officiating. GBS was rep-
resented by the Rev. Paul Alexander,
who read a letter from President
Michael Avery and gave comments
about her missionary service in Key
West, Florida. Burial was in Grand
Prairie Cemetery, Brush Ridge, Ohio.

“We regret that due to mission
commitments we were unable to be at
the funeral. We loved Miss Noyes and
pray that her labors for the Kingdom
will continue to bear fruit.” —Ray-
mond L. Shreve.

Mrs. Patricia June Hughey Pow-
ell, 67, entered her heavenly home,
February 13, 2002, from her earthly
home in Marmet, West Virginia. She
became a Christian at an early age
and faithfully served the Lord her
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entire life. United in marriage on June
12, 1956, to Kenneth Powell, she was
a faithful and loving wife to her
preacher husband and a caring, loving
mother to her three children. She
possessed a warm and friendly person-
ality that endeared her to those she
came in contact with. Among her
many skills was that of being an out-
standing cook; and she and her
daughter Miriam owned and operated
two restaurants for six years until
June 2001. Even though her health
declined rapidly, she did her best to
stay active to the very last. Hers was
the legacy of a life well lived.

She is survived by her husband,
Kenneth; her daughter Miriam; her
sons Stephen and Timothy; her broth-
er Reginald “Kooch” Hughey; and 11
nieces and 12 nephews. Two funeral
services were held, the first in Ash-
ford, West Virginia, with Daniel
Finch, Ralph Houck, Eddie Beaver,
and Larry D. Smith, officiating; and
the second in Kansas City, Kansas,
with Jonathan Cresse, Mark Stetler,
and James Poe, officiating.

Patty Powell was a beautiful
Christian lady, always devoult,
refined, and self-sacrificing. In the
midst of great suffering, she was a
winsome and consistent witness to
the Lord Jesus Christ whom she loved
and faithfully served. Her friends at
God’s Bible School will always
remember with gratitude her warm
hospitality and her gracious Christ-
ian example during the time when
her husband, Dr. Kenneth Powell
served as the school’s vice-president
for administration. God bless her
memory and comfort her friends and
family. —Larry D. Smith

Albert H. (Junior) Schaper, 77,
died October 26, 2001, following an
accident the previous evening on the
Schaper farm near Troy, Missouri. On
October 12, 1951, he was united in
marriage to Wilma Goins; and to this
union were born four children:
Arthur, Martha, Michael, and Milton,
the latter of whom is a GBS graduate.
In his youth, Mr. Schaper was con-
verted; and throughout his life he
remained a kind, loving, helpful, and
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committed Christian. He was a member
of the Bible Holiness Church, Troy, Mis-
souri, and also served in various denomi-
national capacities. In addition to his
wife, children, grandchildren, and one
great grandchild, he is survived by two
sisters and by one brother, the Rev.
Melvin Schaper, a member of the GBS
board of trustees. Funeral services were
held at the Troy Bible Holiness Church,
with the Reverend Deloss Goins and the
Rev. Melvin Schaper, officiating. Inter-
ment followed in the Troy City Cemetery.
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News Among Christians

of Wesleyan Heritage

“Come, Go With Me” was theme for
the third annual Marriage Matters, a con-
servative holiness “retreat for marriage
enrichment,” held in two different sec-
tions, February 25-26 and February 27—-
28, in Walnut Creek, Ohio. Beginning
with welcoming remarks by Paul
Churchill, moderator, the retreat featured
various sessions, as well as times for
relaxation and reflection. For information
regarding next year’s Marriage Matters,

contact the Rev. Rodger Sterns, 10341
Middlebranch Ave., NE, Hartville, Ohio
44632,

J. Mary Hutchison, General Manager
of the Oswald Chambers Publications
Association, Ltd., London, England,
notes that the organization “intends to
let many individual titles of [Oswald]
Chambers books go out of print due to
the fact that we now have the excellent
“Complete Works” on CD Rom. “Sale
prices will be applied to many of these
titles in the coming weeks...“ Interested
persons should watch the OCPA website
www.oswaldchambers.co.uk.

General Conference of the Bible
Methodist Connection of Churches will
be in session June 4-5, 2002, at the
Rock Lake Bible Methodist Camp in
Michigan. Opening sitting of the confer-
ence begins at 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, June 4.

Crusader’s Church, headquartered in
Urbana, Illinois, will celebrate the 30th
anniversary of its beginning, Sunday,
July 28, 2002. Renewed focus is centered
on the denomination’s original motto,
“All the Bible for All the People.”

“American churches have the tools,
the knowledge and the training,” com-
mented David Yucaddi, president of the
Cordillera Bible Methodist Conference in
an interview published in the Bible
Methodist. “That’s good. But the need is
for the anointing power of the Holy
Ghost. Some churches are struggling to
do something for God, but what is needed
is for God to do something for them!”
Yucaddi spoke at the GBS missions con-
vention last fall. ln

8th Annual Women of Worth Ladies’ Retreat

May 17, 18, 19, 2002

Heartland Conference & Retreat Center

Marengo, OH

Theme: Tune My Heart; Guest Speaker: Jan Miller
Session Speakers: Eunice Stearns, Viola Durr, and
Tammy Fair; Concert by: The Phil Collingsworth Family

Heartland Conference & Retreat Center is a NEW facility,
built on over 350 beautiful wooded acres just 45 minutes
north of Columbus, OH, and will accommodate over 500
ladies. For more information contact: Lorena Glick, 419
Concord St., Massillon, OH 44646, (330) 837-0956 wan-
tok2@hotmail.com
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ANDREW AND RHONDA GRATE—MINISTRY TEAM IN PENNSYLVANIA
by Jack Hooker, GBS Vice President for Advancement

Il over the world GBS’s sons and daughters are  nearly 70 percent of these are youngsters who attend
serving Jesus, often as husband-and-wife min-  churches throughout the community.

istry teams. Andrew and Rhonda (’92-93) serves as president of the Ladies’
Rhonda (Johnson) Grate are Missionary Society of the church. This includes a min-
such a team in south-central istry of “helps” to many church- and community-related
Pennsylvania, where they are families, keeping people in-
using the skills they learned formed of missionary activities

while on the Hilltop.
Andrew—whom his friends
will remember as “Andy”—grad-
uated with the degree Bachelor
in Religious Education in 1993
and is now in his fourth year at
the Evangelical Brethren Church,

both at home and abroad, and
coordinating church functions
for the purpose of wholesome fel-
lowship among church women.
She works at the Hanover
General Hospital as part-time
registrar and enjoys her role as

Hanover, Pennsylvania. There he serves as assistant mother to their son, Andrew
pastor to the Rev. James Keaton, Jr., and as principal Grate II (whom they affectionately
at Hanover Christian Academy, which is a ministry of call “Drew”), who was born at
the church. HCA uses A Beka curriculum in kindergarten ~ Gettysburg Hospital, June 24, 2000.

and Accelerated Christian Education (ACE) in grades 1— Andrew, Rhonda, and Drew live in Hanover,

12. Currently 52 students are enrolled in the school, and  Pennsylvania, where they are purchasing a home. k

! Our readers loved the
. special youth edition of
God's Revivalist, March
2002! Most of its content,

enriched by additional Bible-
based articles on how
Christians should live, are

Inter-Church Holiness

Convention included in this new and
Dayton Convention Center attractive book. You will find
Room 302 it invaluable for both

personal and group study.
Waitch these columns for

April 17, 2002

4:30 pm — 6:00 pm further information!
Come and enjoy food and R%
fellowship! oRess
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PREPARING FOR THE BATTLE

t was April, 1906, and a two-hundred-and-seven-acre

farm, complete with house, barn and outbuildings, had
recently been acquired in Milford, Ohio. “After we felt
sure that the Lord had settled on the place for the coming
Salvation Park Camp Meeting and orphans’ home, we felt
it would please Him to take the school out to visit [the
site]. We called...the superintendent of the [Cincinnati,
Milford and Loveland Traction] Company, and he agreed
to furnish two large traction cars to take the students
[free of charge] Saturday morning, [April 28]. After
breakfast we announced to the school that all who want-
ed to go would have the privilege. We closed down the

printing office and the other office, and there were hardly
a dozen who remained at home.

“At a quarter after seven, the boys with their horns
and other musical instruments lined up, [along with] all
the [other] students who could find a pick, shovel, rake,
ax, saw or any other war instrument that would help
them to clean out the enemies in the forest, and prepare
the battleground for the coming [camp meeting] of June
15th to 25th.... How it blessed our souls to hear the band
playing and the students singing, ‘Tis Burning In My
Soul,” ‘T Will Follow Where He Leadeth,” ‘On The Victory
Side,” etc. Surely it was a curiosity to the people all along
the line, for many of them had never heard a band playing
salvation songs and the young men saying, ‘Hallelujah,’
and ‘Glory to God.’

“As we came near the campground, the band played
‘When The Saints Go Marching In....” The traction car
stopped right in front of the grounds. The band got off first,
and then the boys lined up with their rakes, shovels, saws,
axes, etc., all the soldiers marching to the ground. The girls
brought up the rear. There was plenty of room for all and
enough work to keep them all busy. Some were trimming
trees, others were cutting down old trees, the majority rak-
ing up the leaves and brush and piling them in piles ready
to burn. The whole forest rang with “Hallelujahs...”

“At four o’clock everyone was ready to return home,
thanking God for the privilege of getting out in the sun-
shine and fresh air where there was no smoke or soot, to
which we are accustomed in Cincinnati. They made the
place ring with praises to God all along the line.”

Although Salvation Park only served as GBS’s camp
meeting site for a few years, it remained the home of the
GBS orphanage for decades. Cincinnati historian David
McNeil recently spent time researching in the GBS
archives for information and photos of Salvation Park for
inclusion in his upcoming history book on the
Cincinnati, Milford and Loveland Traction Line. m —KM



God’s Bible school & College

SOMETHING SOLID

You can depend on your God’s Bible School Charitable
Gift Annuity to provide payments that are:

Fixed — Whether the markets rise or fall, your
payments will always be

the same. If you are under age 65, you can
Regular — Whether by receiye an even higher rate py
direct deposit or God’s defering your payments until

Bible School check, vouare age 65 For example:
ﬁo?r pa;()lmen;c‘s will be AGE NOW RATE AT 65
elivered on time. 50 15.3%

Enduring — Whether

you live to be 100 or 55 11.6%
more, your payments 60 8.7%
will continue for life.

For more information, or a free no-obligation illustration of an amount you may be interested in, call:

Does
Your
Employer
Have a
Matching
Gift
Program?

Jack Hooker, VP for Advancement (513) 721-7944 ext. 223

God’s Bible School and College is the grateful recipient of matching gifts from a num-
ber of corporations. How about your employer? Will they match your gifts to charitable
organizations? Call your Human Resource/Personnel office and see if your gift to GBS

will be matched.

In recent months GBS has received matching gifts from the following companies:

Ford Motor Company
IBM

Nationwide Insurance
Lucent Technologies
Bell South

Lasco Composites
Federated Dept. Stores
Hercules

Ameritech Caterpillar
Norfolk Southern Railroad  Alcoa
Bridgestone/Firestone Gerber Products
Trinity Industries AES Eagle Valley
Hershey Foods Mead Corp.

State Farm Insurance Phillips Petroleum
Duke Energy SBC

CSX Corp. General Electric

God’s Bible School and College

Charitable Gift Annuity

Name(s)

Address

City State Zip

Date(s) of Birth

| am thinking about investing $

Phone

E-mail

Mail to: Rev. Jack Hooker, Vice-President for Advancement
God's Bible School and College, 1810 Young Street, Cincinnati, OH 45210



r. Marcia M. Davis, principal of Wesleyan
Christian Academy, Dayton, Ohio, will begin
duties this fall as chair of GBS’s Division of Christian
Teacher Education. An alumna of the college (‘76 BA),
she holds both the degrees Master of Education and
Doctor of Education from the University of Cincinnati.

Dr. Davis is presently an adjunct and a former full-time

professor at God’s Bible School and College.

She grew up in Flint Michigan, the youngest of
three children. “My parents had a tremendous influence
on my life,” she recalls. “They were loving and support-
ive and encouraged my siblings and me to ‘reach for the
sky.” Although neither of my parents attended college, we
always knew that they expected us to do so.” After gradu-

ating from high school in 1972, she entered GBS that fall;
and after graduation four years later, she remained at the
school the next school year as assistant dean of women. It
was during this time that she began studies for her mas-
ter’s degree, which she completed in August 1978.
Dr. Davis’ teaching career began at Bible Heritage
School, Jackson, Michigan. “I was really broken in that
year when I had to teach all the subjects for grades 9—12,”
she comments. “That was a real challenge.” After three
years there, she returned to GBS, where from 1981—1989,
she taught college English, plus “a few other courses in
both college and high.” During this time she earned the doc-
torate in education, which she received in 1989.

In 1990, she became principal and teacher at Wesleyan
Christian Academy, Dayton, Ohio, where she is now in her
twelfth year. “During the past three years I have taught part-
time at GBS and in a graduate education program for Indiana
Wesleyan University,” she adds. “I also work occasionally for
the Dayton and Montgomery County Public Library. My
favorite pastimes are visiting with family (most of whom are in
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Michigan) and friends. A friend from church, Candy Davis
(no relation), and I bought a house ten years ago. Keeping
up with housework, yard work, and two dogs keeps me
busy. I thank God for the blessings He has bestowed on
my life, not the least of which is the opportunity to be
part of the GBS family.”

GBS cordially welcomes Dr. Marcia Davis to her new
position on the Hilltop! In

GBS CAN

BE A LEADER IN
PREPARING

CHRISTIAN
EDUCATORS!

By Dr. Marcia Davis

n thinking about my vision and goals for the
Division of Christian Teacher Education, I am
reminded of the verse, “Study to show thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (II
Timothy 2:15). God’s standard for His workmen is
that they study and prepare themselves so that they
might correctly interpret and teach His Word.



The Division of Christian Teacher Education
at GBS is preparing Christian teachers to teach
in Christian schools. We want our graduates to
be prepared academically, professionally, and
spiritually. The academic preparation comes
through what is learned in the courses taken. The
professional preparation comes in the opportuni-
ties for classroom observation and teaching, par-
ticipation in the Christian Teachers Organization
on campus, and student-teaching. The spiritual
preparation involves the integration of the
prospective teacher into the framework of a
Christian worldview.

My vision for the Division of Christian Teacher
Education is that we continue to prepare qualified,
Spirit-filled Christian teachers who make a differ-
ence in the lives of the students they teach. Henry
Adams, a nineteenth-century historian has said, “A
teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his
influence stops.” I want our graduates to realize the

awesome responsibility they have in fulfilling the call
God has given them
One specific goal I have is the addition of degree
programs in secondary education. We are currently
offering degrees in elementary education. The addition
of secondary education programs will complement our
existing programs and enable us to meet the need for
teachers in Christian junior high and high schools.
With the continued growth of the Christian school
movement, the Bible college represents an important
potential supply of teachers and administrators. I
believe God’s Bible School and College can be a leader in

preparing Christian educators. I'm excited about being
a part of that! In

DIALOG WITH
MARCIA DAVIS

In the following interview, Marcia Davis explains her response to
her appointment as chair of GBS’s Division of Christian Teacher
Education, as well as her approach to Christian education.
Addressing the questions is Dr. Kenneth Farmer, Vice President

for Academic Affairs. Dr. Davis will assume her new duties at the
college this fall.

Dr. Farmer: Marcia, could you tell us how your upbringing
at home prepared you for ministry?

I was reared in a Christian family, and God and church were
integral parts of our family life. For as long as I can remember,
I've always had a desire to serve God. It wasn’t until I was four-
teen, however, that I really gave my heart and life to the Lord
That was the beginning of my search for God’s will in my life.

When did you first feel a call to ministry, specifically in
Christian education?

I felt God’s call on my life the summer I was sixteen years
old. I was at a camp meeting in southeastern Michigan when I
sensed the call of God into full-time Christian work. I wasn’t
really sure how or where God would use me, but at that time
I began to think about attending a Bible college. God led me
to God’s Bible School in the fall of 1972. Two years later, while
on a summer missions trip to South Dakota, God definitely
showed me that He wanted me in Christian education. That

call is just as real to me now in 2002 as it was twenty-eight
years ago in 1974.

Please describe your reaction to this appointment as
chair of the GBS Christian Teacher Education Division?

I was really honored to be considered for this position.
Some of the best and most formative years of my life were
spent as a student at God’s Bible School. A few years after I

graduated, I was back on campus teaching in the college.
Now, after being

away for twelve
years, it seems
like I am com-
ing home again.

“After being away for 12
years, it seems like I'm
coming home again.”

Discuss your formal educational training and how
that has shaped your approach and thinking.

I graduated from GBS in 1976 with a BA in
English. My years of college at GBS were critical in
making me who I am today. They shaped my think-
ing and philosophy. The instruction I received then
from such godly professors as Wilcox, Stetler,
Adcock, and others gave me the educational and
spiritual foundation upon which to build my future.
I went on to the University of Cincinnati and
received an MEd in Secondary Education in 1978.
In 1989 I completed a doctoral program in higher
education/curriculum and instruction and
received an EdD from the University of Cincinnati.

Tell us about your relevant work experience and
how that will shape the way you (p23)mp
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m (p7) accountability between Christians. For example,
James 5:16 says that we should “confess your faults one
to another...” The wise man Solomon put it this way:
“As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the counte-
nance of his friend” (Prov. 27:17).

Our Wesleyan model of Christianity has had account-
ability built into it from day one. The prayer bands, class
meetings, and backslider meetings were all designed to
hold the participants accountability in their Christian
walk. The Salvation Army practiced this philosophy as
well. One author who was involved early in this ministry
reported, “When a man becomes converted, the Salvation
Army nurses him carefully until he is strong in the new
life; that is to say, experienced officers visit him several
times in the day, encourage him in his new purpose, and
above all, deepen in his mind the conviction that some-
one cares for him” (Twice Born Men: A Clinic in
Regeneration, page 89).

Every Christian is ultimately responsible for his or
her own spiritual life. But we all need someone to ask us
the hard questions, love us, pray for us, and help us on
our journey of faith. Dear reader, for Christ’s sake, for
your sake, and for your family’s sake, get someone to
whom you can make yourself accountable. Do something
to help you stay on the “straight and narrow” path of
righteousness.

No doubt, Dr. Henry would agree with this admo-
nition. ln

The Rev. Dr. Mark Eckert is a former faculty member at God’s
Bible School and College and currently is pastor of the
Wesleyan Church, Westport, Indiana.

= (p9) are always major players in our attempts to gain
understanding of any situation. Centuries ago, Ezekiel
grasped this truth when he “sat where they sat.” Thus,
perspective is of ultimate importance; but it is only
achieved through purposeful effort. Give yourself some
quiet time to view the situation through the eyes of
another. Subject your most critical observations to the
litmus test of objectivity. In transparent honesty, pare
away personal prejudices, preferences, and personality
conflicts. Try to understand what motivated the “offend-
er” in his line of thought or action. A/l truth is rarely
found on one side of any issue, especially in interper-
sonal relationships. This simple axiom forces our care-
ful contemplation of another point of view and allows us
to afford our brother the same consideration we would
want if we were in his place.

2. Consider a private conference. If we cannot rec-
oncile the matter within ourselves, we should discuss
the problem personally with the pastor. Lay people are
justifiably hostile to the minister who uses his pulpit as
a shield, while attacking them. They would prefer him to

20 / GOD'S REVIVALIST and BIBLE ADVOCATE

come to them personally. Ministers also respond nega-
tively to the anonymous expression of disapproval which
the paper ballot provides. They, too, wish for an oppor-
tunity to discuss problems in a much less public forum.

Such a private meeting should not be viewed by
either side as an opportunity to “win” or “lose”. There
are only losers when the body of Christ or a member of
that body suffers unnecessarily, and there are only win-
ners when conflict is resolved. A face-to-face discussion
should rather be an opportunity for honest and open
expression of viewpoints. Many times the occasion for
disagreement is something totally obscure to the
offending person.

In the event that the two sides are irreconcilable, at
least we have the satisfaction that we have followed the
Biblical model. We have sought to reduce the confronta-
tion from a public event to a private one, and both sides
have the satisfaction of knowing the issues as they are
seen in the eyes of the other. Many times if the minister
had known the intensity of feeling he would simply have
withdrawn and saved himself, his family, and the church
the inevitable tension which follows a negative vote.

3. Consider prayer. Our attempts to gain perspec-
tive or to resolve difficulties through a private confer-
ence should be thoroughly saturated with prayer. After
all, lay people and ministers are both constituent parts
of God’s kingdom work. Ultimately, His is the authority
to put up or take down. He alone can see both sides per-
fectly, and He alone can show each individual his own
heart. Such revelation can only come as we seek God’s
face through earnest prayer.

Very shortly in congregations all across America,
the time for pastoral evaluation will come. Perhaps
things are difficult in your “Zion,” and misunderstand-
ings have occurred. The importance of the matter
requires that we honestly search our hearts, seek rec-
onciliation, and beseech the Lord for His direction.
Even though misunderstandings may persist and per-
sonalities may be incompatible, we must exhaust every
effort to find a real solutions before we utilize the ulti-
mate expression of our disapproval.

Rabbi Gerald Feltzer observes that failure to do this
will ensure that competent clergy will flee the calling,
mediocrity will fill the void, church numbers will erode,
and America’s faith will diminish. The stakes are too
high and the issues too imperative to allow the effective-
ness of the church to be destroyed by failure to follow
Biblical guidelines in conflict management. Whatever
the point of disagreement or disaffection, we must seek
its resolution before we vote “no.” n

The Rev. William Snider is a minister, evangelist, and educator,
serving on the faculty of Hobe Sound Bible College.
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The author of Hebrews has a pastor’s heart. He saw that many of these seasoned
Christians were getting discouraged and worn down in their faith. As a result, they
were becoming extremely susceptible to the temptation to tone down their faith in
Christ’s finished work at Calvary and return to the ceremonial aspects of the Mosaic
law. Some of them were in danger of turning back and giving up. In light of this dan-
ger, the author of Hebrews presents his hearers with a serious warning and an
earnest appeal.

A. A serious warning: remember what happened to Israel in the wilderness after
they were redeemed from Egypt!—(3:7-11)

Because the Israelites failed to keep focused on God’s promises and maintain
persistent faith, they began to doubt God’s power and even doubt His presence among
them. As a result they began to develop hard hearts (3:8). Hardness of heart was fol-
lowed by wayward hearts (3:10). The Israelites provoked God through disobedience
and unbelief. As a result, God became angry and swore in his wrath that they would
not enter into His rest (3:11)."

When the enemy of your soul tempts you to give up and go back to the things
of the world, or tempts you to settle down to mediocrity in the Christian life—a life
that retains the “form” of Christianity but lacks the power to overcome willful sin (2
Tim. 3:5)—you need to remember Israel’s fatal mistake in the wilderness. God not
only requires His people to exercise saving faith—the kind of faith Israel demonstrat-
ed when they left Egypt—but He also expects His people to exercise persistent faith—
the kind of faith that would have led Israel into the promised rest of Canaan.

B. An earnest appeal: do not harden your hearts as the Israelites did through
unbelief!'—(3:12-19)

The same hardness and waywardness of heart that afflicted Israel in the wilder-
ness because of difficulties and discouraging circumstances, and which eventually
caused them to backslide because of unbelief (3:8-10), can happen to the heart of any
Christian who does not keep focused on Christ, who does not continue to persevere
in the faith (3:14), and who fails to appropriate God’s provision of rest.

To combat hardness of heart and unbelief, we are to “exhort one another daily,
while it is called Today; lest any of you be hardened though the deceitfulness of sin”
(3:13). We must enter into the rest God has prepared for Christians (4:1, 9, 11).

III. The PROVISION of rest God has prepared for His people—(4:1-16)

The promised “rest for the people of God” was not limited to Israel’s physical
entrance into Canaan under the leadership of Joshua (4:6-9). David, after Israel was
in the land and had experienced rest from their enemies, composed Psalm 95. The
author of the letter to the Hebrews quotes from it and understands David to be speak-
ing of a promised rest that is still available to God’s people. He indicates that the time
to enter this rest is “today” (Heb. 3:7-19; 4:7; quoting Psa. 95:8-11 This suggests that
David knew the Canaan land rest was only a picture (a type) of the rest God had pre-
pared for His people. Further, it seems clear that neither David nor the author of
Hebrews was speaking of our future heavenly rest.

“What is the promised rest that remains for the people of God?” To answer this
question, let’s look at four truths the author of the Hebrew letter gives us in describ-
ing God’s promised rest.

A. It is important for all Christians to enter God’s rest.

The urgent need for Christians to enter immediately into God’s rest is pro-
claimed in three passages. First, in Hebrews 4:1 we are urged to “fear” lest any
Christian fail to enter God’s rest. Second, in Hebrews 4:6 we are reminded that some
Christians had not yet entered His rest. Third, in Hebrews 4:11 we are exhorted, “Let
us labor (diligently strive) to enter God’s rest, lest any man fall after the same exam-
ple of unbelief’(4:11). These statements teach us that God’s promised rest is indis-
pensable to the Christian life.

God’s rest is also seen as a present reality (Heb.4:6-7, “Today”). The fact that the
verb “enter” occurs eight times in chapter four, all in connection with God’s rest, plus
the immediacy of the exhortation in Hebrews 4:1 to fear lest anyone fall short of the
rest, lends weight to the view that God’s rest is not an eschatological event awaiting
Christians in the future (i.e. a “heavenly” rest), but is a present spiritual state that is
available now. As Guthrie points out, “How could those of the community seem to
have fallen short now if the rest lies entirely in the future? If the concept of rest as
discussed in Hebrews 4 has an entirely future orientation, all of the members of the
community are short of achieving it at present.” ?

B. The promised rest comes from God.

The promised rest of God for Christians is inseparably connected with God.
Three times it is called “His rest” (3:18; 4:1, 10) and three times God calls it “My rest”
(3:11; 4:3, 5).

This rest was established after God finished His six days of creation. “On the sev-
enth day God did rest from all His works” (Heb. 4:4; Gen. 2:2). Because there is no
mention of evening and morning marking the end of God’s rest, the preacher argues
God’s rest is still in existence. Further, since Joshua did not provide this rest to the
Israelites when he led them into Canaan (Heb. 4:8), God’s rest must be something
other than a geographical inheritance or a rest from one’s enemies (Deut. 12:9-10).
The fact that God addresses us today and invites us to enter His rest, indicates His
rest must be inseparably connected with Him (Heb. 4:9; Psa. 95:7b-8a). It is similar
to the rest God entered into on the seventh day. That is why the preacher calls it a
“Sabbath-rest,” (sabbatismos, Heb. 4:9), a term that occurs nowhere else in the New
Testament. It is speaking of a spiritual rest entered into by a commitment made in
faith (Friberg’s Greek Lexicon),

C. To enter the promised rest, a Christian must exercise faith in God’s Word and
cease from his own works.

The exhortation to fear lest we “fall short” of God’s rest (4:1) is followed by the
warning that hearing God’s word is not enough. We must respond in obedient faith
(4:2). The “gospel” that was preached to the Israelites and is being preached to us is
the good news that God has prepared a rest for His people. Israel failed to enter God’s
rest because they did not exercise obedient faith in the message. Their unbelief pro-
duced hardness of heart, then waywardness of heart, and ultimately excluded them
form God’s rest (Heb. 3:11, 19; 4:3). Today, Christians are facing the same decision.
We have the opportunity, as did the Israelites, to accept or reject God’s prepared rest.

The nature of God’s rest is defined in verse 10. It requires the Christian to cease
from “his own works” just as God ceased from His. The basic idea of ceasing from our
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m» (p19) approach the training of
Christian teachers.

I have been blessed with a variety
of opportunities in Christian educa-
tion. I have taught in both conven-
tional and A.C.E. schools and have
taught both undergraduate and grad-
uate students in college. This varied
experience gives me some knowledge
of the varied teaching environments
into which our CTE graduates will go.

In your opinion, how has Christian
education changed in the last 50
years? What are the implications
for training future Christian teach-
ers?

Christian education has blos-
somed, even mushroomed, in the
last fifty years. Christians have seen
the need to educate their own chil-
dren, and even non-Christians are
looking to the Christian school as an
alternative to the public school.
There is an ongoing and growing
demand for Christian teachers, and I
believe it is our responsibility as a
Bible college to prepare teachers
who can fill that need.

Marcia, what is your philosophy of
Christian education?

My philosophy is this: Christian
education brings every field of
knowledge into a relationship with
the truth of the Bible. Christian edu-
cation is God-centered, takes into
account the implications of the
Scripture for every aspect of the edu-
cational process, and must operate
within the context of a Christian the-
istic worldview.

As you assume this new position,
what do you consider to be your
biggest challenge?

My biggest challenge will be to
get a secondary education program
up and running. I know that this is a
goal of the administration, and it is
definitely a necessity for us to accom-
plish. I'm really excited about the
possibilities that lie ahead for the
Division of Christian Teacher Educa-
tion at GBS, and I'm looking forward
to the challenge. In

THE GOD WHO IS THERE
by Francis Schaffer
Demonstrates how historic Christianity can fear-
lessly confront the competing philosophies of the
world. The God who has always been there contin-
ues to provide the anchor of truth and the power of
love to meet the world’s deepest problems.
Regular Price: $12.99 Now: $9.75

ENCOUNTERING THE NEW TESTAMENT
by Walter Elwell and Robert Yarbrough
The authors survey the contents of the New Testament and introduce
readers to key themes and scholarly concerns of each book. Created with the

beginning student in mind. Includes an interactive CD-ROM study aid with over 200 photos
of New Testament sites, video clips of Bible lands, interactive maps and review questions,
and other learning activities to enhance the student’s encounter with the New Testament.
Regular Price: $44.99 Now $33.75

We accept Visa, Mastercard, and Discover

GBS BOOKSTORE

1810 Young Street ® Cincinnati, OH 45210

1 800 286 9014 gbsbookstore@juno.com

April 2002 / 23




Direct all listings and inquiries about slates to Revivalist Press,

Bales, Rev. Fred (evangelist and singers) P.O. Box
124, Friendship, OH 45630. (740) 858-6152.
Barnes, William D. 3464 Lazy Creek Rd. NE,

Lanesville, IN 47136. (812) 952-3324.

Bell, Rev. and Mrs. Thomas (evangelist and
song evangelist with travel trailer), P.O. Box
162, Shirley, IN 47384-0162. (765) 737-6055.
Apr 19-28......... Wesleyan Bible Hol, Newville, PA
Apr 30-May 5.............. Wesleyan, Jamestown, TN
May 7-12............ Gospel Holiness, Indianapolis, IN

Bradshaw, Rev. Walter D. and Sharon (evan-
gelist and singers with instruments), 206
Prairie Dr., Lexington, NC 27292. (336)
798-3225.

Apr 7-14 ..o Wesleyan, Archdale, NC
Apr 19-28 ...Pilgrim Holiness, Welland, Ontario, Canada
May 3-12 .....coeunee AWMC, Glen Campbell, PA

Bullock, Knox 132 Geneva Lane, Elida, OH
45807. (419) 339-7314.

Cargal, Hoyt 7720 NW 30th St., Bethany, OK
73008-4446.

ADPY 7o Wesleyan, McEwen, TN
Apr 9-14 ... Wesleyan, Greensburg, IN

Chalfant, Rev. Morris 1465 Timber Ridge Court,
Kankakee, IL 60901. (815) 935-8573.

Cheatham, Rev. Robert E. (evangelist), 119
Oliver Ave., Franklin, IN 46131. (317) 736-
8063.

Collingsworth, Phil and Kim, P.O. Box 461,
Burlington, KY 41005. (859) 689-7424.
www.philandkim.com
Apr 12..Evangelistic Tabernacle, Cooperstown, PA

Apr13...iciene, Nazarene, Allentown, PA
Apr 14 am................. Nazarene, Allentown, PA
Apr 14 pm..Sound of the Gospel, Selinsgrove, PA
Apr 16-18..ceeevercveerrernee, IHC, Dayton, OH
Apr 20........ Paramount Theater, Anderson, IN
Apr 21 am............... Evangelical, Anderson, IN
Apr 25 ............ Calvary Baptist, Covington, KY
Apr 28 am .....Kenwood Bible, Cincinnati, OH
May 5...ocverererereierenns Wesleyan, Plymouth, IN

May 12 am....United Methodist, Asheville, OH
May 12 pm ...United Methodist, Roseville, OH

Earley, Rev. Robert D. (evangelist), 107 Timber-
springs Dr., Indiana, PA 15701. (412) 349-
0829 or 349-0823.

Emert, Rev. and Mrs. William (evangelist and
spiritual counselor), 1030 E. Main St., Roar-
ing Spring, PA 16673. (814) 224-2487.

England, Rev. Robert Sr. (evangelist), 30205
Carey Rd., Salem, OH 44460. (330) 537-3993.
Apr 9-14....... Breth. in Christ, Millersfield, KY
Apr 16-21 ..o AWMC, Asheville, NY
Apr 23-28........ Trinity Gospel, Washington, IN
Apr 30-May 2 .Bible Holiness Ministerial, Frankfort, IN

Fay, Kenneth and Eleanor (evangelist and
singers), 2369 Mesa Ave., Emmett, ID
83617. (208) 365-5993 or 365-4742.

Apr 10-21 ....Bible Missionary, Moberly Lake, BC Canada
Apr 24-May 5....Bible Missionary, Winlock, WA

Gallimore, Rev. Allen (evangelist), 110 Har-
vey Ave., Oak Hill, WV 25901. (304) 469-
3061.

Glick Family, The Jerald (song evangelists),
P.0. Box 556, Westfield, IN 46074. (317)
758-5042.

Grubbs, Rick LIFECHANGERS “Redeeming
the Time” Seminar Series, 275 Majestic
Dr., Salisbury, NC 28146. (704) 279-5018.

Hallaway, Rev. Dale 44625 Cloverdale Rd.,
Centerville, PA 16404. (814) 827-3222.

Harrington, Rev. Milton (evangelist), 107
Stone Brook Court, Taylors, SC 29687.
(864) 848-9180.

Haynes, Rev. Edward P. (evangelist), 2336
Barnor Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46219.
(317) 353-8861.

Humble, Richard G. 457 Tarlton Road, P.O. Box
356, Circleville, OH 43113. (740) 477-3052.
Apr9-14...cooviiiieeeein, Burlington, KY

Jones, Rev. Philo (evangelist), 6739 E. Speed
Road, Milltown, IN 47145. (812)633-4418.
Apr 18-21........... Wesleyan, Lewis Creek, IN
Apr 28-May 1............ Wesleyan, Fairfield, IL

Light, Rev. and Mrs. David (evangelist and
singers), 9342 Twin Falls Rd., Copper Hill,
VA 24079. (540) 929-5163.

Apr 11-21 ....Pilgrim Holiness, Franklin, PA
Apr 25-May 5 ...Pilgrim Holiness, Venus, PA
May 9-19..Trinity Chapel, Summerfield, NC

Miller, Rev. and Mrs. Bence C. (evangelist),
2104 Pinewood Dr., Columbus, IN 47203.
(812) 378-9614.

Parker, Rev. Dan (evangelist), 140 W. Hester
Dr., Easley, SC 29640. (864) 850-2955.

Peyton, J. B. “Juddie” and Eunice (evange-
list and singers), P.0. Box 983, Bedford, IN
47421. (812) 275-4068.

Quales, Donald and Valerie (song evangelists)
1911 E. Co. Rd. 650 N., Petersburg, IN
47567, (812) 354-6389.

Apr 8-14........... New Life Holiness, York, PA
Apr 16-18....ccceerrrrrerennnnn. IHC, Dayton, OH
Apr 21 o AWMC, Albion, PA

Apr 23-28....Penial Holiness, Winesburg, OH
Apr 29-May 5...Church of God Holiness, Andover, KS
May 7-9..Pilgrim Holiness Ministerial, Noblesville, IN
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1810 Young Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45210

Russell, Mark (evangelist), RR 1, P.O. Box
158B, Centerville, PA 16404. (814) 827-
7594.

Scott, Noel and Betty (evangelist and singers),
P.O. Box 297 Lowry City, MO 64763-0297.
(417) 644-7521; Cell (317) 727-3029; Fax
(417) 644-2363.

Searls, Rev. Chad and Valerie (evangelist and
singers, travel trailer), 2730 N. State Rt. 555,
Malta, OH 43758 (740) 347-4647.

Apr 9-14 ...... God’s Missionary, Millerburg, PA
Apr 17-18..oeeeeeeeeevenen IHC, Dayton, OH
Apr 26-May 5 ..Wesleyan Holiness, Moorefield, IN
May 10-19.....Wesleyan Holiness, Dayton, OH

Smart, Marshall and Nadine (evangelist and
singers), 1278 N. State St. PMB #119,
Greenfield, IN 46140-1055. (317) 326-
4455,

Apr 9-14...New Life Holiness, Hagerstown, IN
Apr 26-May 5 ..AWMC Indoor Camp, Wolf Summit, WV
May 7-12........... Independent, Duncannon, PA

States, Rev. Wayne (evangelist), PO Box 104,
Shirley, IN 47384. (765) 737-8114.

OPEN DATES

Thomas, Larry and LaDonna (song evangelists),
230 Roosevelt St., Westfield, IN 46074. (317)
896-1272.

Thornton, The Wallace Family (evangelist and
song evangelist with travel trailer), 1134
Norwood Rd, Somerset, KY 42503-3874.
(606) 423-3874.

Tillis, Rev. and Mrs. William R. (evangelist)
Box 189 Penns Creek, PA, 17862. (570)
837-5859.

Trouten, Rev. Edsel (evangelist), 287 Dorch-
ester Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45219-3068.
(513) 241-3055.

Apr9-14........ Emmanuel Wesleyan, Gratz, PA
Apr 16-21......Brethren in Christ, Bellville, PA
May 5-8....ooverereererirnne Trinity Bible, Ina, SC

Wagner, Fred and Viola (evangelists and singers
with several instruments—travel trailer), 129
Faith Ave., DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433-
9544. (850) 834-3290.

Webb, Rev. Orlow and family (evangelist and
singers), Rt. 3, Box 1206, Mitchell, IN 47446.
(812) 275-3279 or (812) 275-7820.

White, Rev. John F. White (evangelist), P.O.
Box 86, Penns Creek, PA 17862. (570) 837-
2328.

Wilson, Rev. and Mrs. Ermal L. (evangelist and
musicians), 6730 S. Meridan St., Marion, IN
46953. (765) 674-7537.



= (p3) the church still holds dear or vice verse? If so, it
is time to go.

4. When you sense that your work is finished.

God clearly sends some men to pastor churches for a
specific task. To stay beyond the completion of that task
is to tear down what you built up. To remain and try to do
or redo what you have already done, is to heap frustration
upon the heads of your people as well as your own.

5. When you know that your credibility isn’t strong
enough to stay.

Credibility is essential to ministry. You may not have
done any intentional wrong, and yet problems have erod-
ed your credibility among the people. As a matter of fact,
it may have been someone else’s fault altogether.
Nevertheless, you still can’t minister without the confi-
dence of the people.

6. When you know you are no longer willing to make the
necessary sacrifices to see this church grow.

Somebody has to pay the price for church growth. You
can pontificate all day long about lazy laymembers, and it
may be true; but nothing will build your church but hard
work. If you aren’t willing to give the leadership, expend
the energy and make the necessary sacrifices for growth,
it is time for you to go.

7. When you would leave if you had some other place to go.

Many pastors and leaders would move in a heartbeat
if another church or ministry would call, or if another
church would call that could offer an equal financial
package. In other words, they are only staying because
they don’t have any other place to go. I've watched men
of God leave churches when they knew it was time to go
and have to take secular employment to make it. They
may have lost a parsonage and a pulpit for a while, but
they certainly kept their integrity and honesty with God
and the church.

8. When your attitude is no longer positive about your
present church.

If you can’t feel good about your work, and if your
attitude is bad about the church — move!

How Do I KNnow WHERE To Go?

Obviously, we must seek clear leadership from the
Spirit of God. But, there are some practical things that
will help confirm the mind of God in us.

1. Does your social and cultural background fit this
church?

Don’t give this point a religious snub. Disaster follows
the man who goes into a situation that is out of the cultur-
al and social context of his own ministry. The people will

pick him apart, and he will begin to preach at them rather
than to them. Conflict is only a matter of time. Take heed
here! Finding the right fit in this area has launched some
of the most long-term and successful ministries.

2. Do your particular gifts and skills fit the needs of this
congregation?

When a man whose ministry style is prophetic, evan-
gelistic, and seeker-oriented is placed into a situation
that needs a healer, the effect is the same as rubbing
sandpaper on an open sore. On the other hand, when a
man who is a healer goes into a situation that needs a
shaker and mover, frustration will abound. A good under-
standing of your skills and limitations coupled with a
good understanding of what a church needs will alleviate
many heartaches.

3. Do you agree with these people in doctrine and prac-
tice? Do you share similar views concerning the pastor’s
role in ministry?

Find out some things about the church up front.
Don’t go in with a hidden agenda and think you will
change it. You may only end up splitting it. Make sure
you understand and agree with their expectations of your
ministry.

4. Has God confirmed this change through providence,
common sense, and conviction?

Ultimately, the inner conviction given by the Holy
Spirit that our going or coming is the right thing to do
will be what gives us a sense of peace and clarity in any
change. Yet, don’t let personal matters and fears drown
His voice. Don’t ignore some practical facts that are clear
to everyone else. If need be, pray for moving grace, or
staying grace, whatever the occasion demands.

WHAT IF I KNow I NEED TO LEAVE THE CHURCH, BUT
MovING SEEMS BAD FOR My FAMILY?

I've watched both sides of this question play out. One
pastor left an idealistic country setting and moved to a
large city. The timing seemed disastrous for his teenage
children; but it proved, rather, to be their salvation.
Another pastor left his church and relocated nearby to
maintain educational continuity and friends for his
teenagers. He had to leave pastoral ministry for a few
years, but he kept a stable environment around his chil-
dren at a crucial time in their lives and saved his family.
I believe God’s will for a pastor and what is best for his
family can be one and the same if we will just have the
courage to do and follow God’s leadership.

Whatever you do, make sure you do not short circuit
the Kingdom of God by holding on when you ought to let
g0, or by letting go when you ought to hold on. Change has
been the fresh wind under many a tired pastor’s wings. It
has also been the salvation of many a failing church. In

April 2002 / 25



LOOKING AHEAD AT GBS

APRIL
16 - 18 Interchurch Holiness Convention
(IHC), Dayton, Ohio

GBS VIP Day

Mother’s Day

Pentecost Sunday, the Descent of the \
Holy Spirit, creation of the Church
and sanctifying of believers

GBS Camp Meeting

Baccalaureate Services, 2:30 PM
Commencement, 10:00 AM

Trinity Sunday

Memorial Day Observed

Flag Day
Father’s Day

= (p5) Now IHC is guided by Leonard Sankey, devout,
principled, and committed to the originating vision.

What IHC did was to give encouragement, cohesive-
ness, and focus to thousands of conservatives who felt
out of stride with the new direction. Although it never
became a distinctive denomination—as some hoped and
others feared—IHC did shape and strengthen the resis-
tance movement in the older ones. In time, much of that
movement directed itself into new “come-out” bodies,
though to this day, many IHC supporters remain in their
old affiliations.

New colleges and other agencies have joined the
“convention family,” while others with far older founda-
tions have solidly identified with it. God’s Bible School
and the Revivalist are examples, though they maintain
their historic ties with the broader movement. In a
sense, all this is repeated history. For a century earlier,
when Mother Methodism was going the same way, thou-
sands of her children rallied to the National Holiness
Association under the old banner and in protest of the
new way. Some of them stayed in the old church, while
others left for the Wesleyans, the Free Methodists, the
Pilgrims, and the Nazarenes.

We're a diverse lot in the Conservative Holiness
Movement, sometimes strongheaded and rambuctious,
but united in our love for “the old paths”—though hope-
fully with renewed concern for cultural relevance without
compromise. Not all of us are identified with IHC, for as

26 / GOD'S REVIVALIST and BIBLE ADVOCATE

Wallace Thornton has observed, there are those who “see
the THC as too rigid and others who see it as too open.” In
any case, as he adds, “the IHC has unarguably been a
defining force in the development of the conservative
holiness movement and will likely continue to be so.”

Thus, IHC and CHM aren’t quite the same, but they
have followed a similar road for 50 years; and it’s time for
thoughtful reflection about the journey and where it
may lead. At the semicentennial of the Conservative
Holiness Movement, “retrospect and prospect” weigh
heavily upon us; and for that reason, we submit the fol-
lowing generalizations:

1. History has vindicated our beginnings. Far more
than they realized, our founders were fighting for a basic
holiness identity which was being lost. In the half-centu-
ry since, attrition has continued rapidly, and the situation
is now so dismal in the broader movement that many
have forgotten who they even are. The same sins, the
same compromises, and the same sell-out which once we
all abhorred have become so common that it’s almost
impossible to distinguish the church from the world.
There are moments of nostalgia for the old piety, but not
much for the old disciplines which formed that piety.

2. We have preserved our holiness heritage. Preser-
vationist language sounds narrow and defensive. But
thank God, our preachers still emphasize the great Wes-
leyan themes; thousands of our people still look like
holiness people are supposed to look and act like holi-
ness people are supposed to act; and our youth still
attend schools where they are taught the values which
have formed our foundations since the Methodist revival.
We have our problems, but we would not trade them for
the problems of those who have lost their birthright.

3. Historical perspective adds balance to memory.
We acknowlege our mistakes in the disruptions of the
past, and where possible, would rectify them. If church
bureaucracies were sometimes autocratic, unfair, and
more devoted to the Zeitgeist—the spirit of the age—
than to Biblical principle, we were sometimes judgmen-
tal, hasty, and lopsided. Institutionally we cannot be
reunited, for our ways have diverged too widely; but per-
sonally we should seek reconciliation with all those with
whom we are estranged—even when this means apolo-
gies and restitution. This same principle applies to the
slaughter we have sometimes wreaked upon ourselves.
Oh, that Charles Wesley’s lines could be spoken of us all:
“Friends at first are friends at last.”

4. None of us have witnessed the revival for which
we had hoped. We once anticipated the great revival we
hoped would come once we separated from the “compro-
misers.” But revival has come neither to us nor to them.
Many churches in all wings of the holiness movement—
conservative or liberal—show little statistical growth,
and others are shriveling into extinction. Statistical gain
or loss does not equate spiritual health; but our annual
minutes do register the first, while God evaluates the



second; and genuine revival
should enhance them both.
5. We’re having our own
struggle with embourgoisement.
“The Methodists grow more and
more self indulgent, because they
grow rich...” Mr. Wesley’s warn-
ing is for us, since we too are
doing well financially. No longer
do we go to IHC in Good Will
clothes, curl up in five-dollar
hotels, or eat soggy sandwiches
out of sytrofoam coolers.
It’s not that the comforts of
growing affluence are wrong in
themselves; and indeed, we thank
God for them. But let us beware of
easy self-indulgence, which so
often has opened the door to every
kind of worldliness and cultural
accommodation. Man, movement,
machinery, monument—this is
the sad progression which has
marked so many movements,
which as Wesley said of his
Methodists, “decreased in grace in
the same proportion as they
increased in wealth.”
6. We must reconnect. Too
long we’ve been fixated on our-
selves and the “come-out” genera-
tion of our beginnings. It’s time to
rebuild bridges to a heritage and a
destiny far greater. On one hand,
this means reconnecting (1) with
history and the Church of histo-
ry, cherishing all its treasures
and embracing all its mem-
bers as brothers and sisters in
Christ; (2) with our Wesleyan
heritage, with its foundations
in the Bible, its identity with
classical Christianity, and its
magnificent focus and careful
balance; and (3) with the broader
holiness movement, wherever it will
let us, always speaking the truth in love, and without
compromise welcoming all in that movement who share
our basic convictions. On the other hand, we must
reconnect with the culture in which we live, faithfully,
lovingly and relevantly speaking words of grace in the
name of Him who has called us to be in the world, not of
the world!
With all its limitations, the Conservative Holiness
Movement has struggled for 50 years to bear authentic
witness to Jesus’ name. For 2,000 years, His whole

5.9 cents per minute
for interstate long distance!

No contracts

No hidden charges

No added monthly charges

No minimum minutes required

Billed in 6-second increments with an
18-second minimum

Plus....10% of your long distance
charges will come to God’s Bible
School and College!

You can begin this service by either
of the following methods:

Church has struggled to do the same. Our loyalty first is
to the Church, for it is His body and His spouse—the
community of all His people; and He has pledged that
not even the gates of hell shall prevail against it. At the
same time, we live out that loyalty in gratitude to our
more immediate fellowship within that Church; and this
is the Conservative Holiness Movement, as well as IHC,
which as Dr. Herron said, remains “the one united voice,
the one channel of fellowship and cooperation between
the groups and churches” within that movement. That’s
why we’re about ready to go up to Jerusalem, light the
birthday candles, and celebrate the Jubilee. In
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