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T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S

JOB’S REAL PAIN
by Michael Avery, president

I’ve been pondering over the pages of Job lately. The portrait that is painted of
Job in the first five verses of chapter one is of rare beauty. Job’s faith is
expressed as perfect and complete. His family was the envy of every parent. His

fortune was the largest in the East, and his fame was world renowned. Job’s life
is portrayed on a canvas of perfect tranquility.

In the course of time, Satan was allowed to paint his own gruesome scene into
Job’s life. In successive strokes of calamity, Job’s peaceful world was turned into
utter chaos. The first blow to fall was the loss of his financial empire. It was the
second blow, however, that took away his greatest treasure—ten wonderful chil-
dren. Job was staggered by these vicious blows, but he was still able to hold his
head up and declare his faith in God. All Job had to say was “the Lord giveth and
the Lord taketh away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”

Satan was given permission to test Job further, but this time he could touch
him physically. Job was smitten with a type of leprosy known as elephantiasis.
Massive ulcerous sores covered his body. His limbs were so swollen he became
disfigured and unrecognizable. He was forced to sit as an outcast on the rubbish
heap. His wife counseled him to curse God and die, while his friends could only
sit and watch in stunned silence.

In the beginning of his affliction, Job defended God by acknowledging that we
must accept the bad as well as the good from His hand. In contemporary expres-
sion, Job understood that trouble eventually knocks at everyone’s door. As days
turned to weeks and months, Job began to feel that trouble had not only
knocked, but literally had banged the door down and rushed in with violent dis-
regard. The loss of all in one swift stroke left him reeling under the intolerable
burden of sorrow and suffering. The constant itching and pain of his sores, and
the nausea and other side effects of his illness finally begin to take its emotion-
al and spiritual toll on Job. He sank beneath the billows of despair and depres-
sion. He cursed the day of his birth. He felt that God was unfair and had “shot
him through with arrows.” Job became so weary and bewildered by his suffer-
ing that he finally began to feel that God had only blessed him with so much in
order that He could “take it away and harm him.”

As the story progresses, you see that Job’s real pain was far more than phys-
ical or emotional. It was the pain of failing to understand why God was letting
this happen to a man who was indeed “blameless.” Job had been living right,
and he knew it. So why was God letting all this suffering fall on him?

As I thought of Job, I thought about the many people who will read the
words that I have written and will identify with the story. Moms and dads,
church leaders and pastors, young couples and senior saints, lonely singles
and lively teenagers from all walks of life have an affinity with Job’s “real
pain.” I thought of a precious young couple with whom I went to school
whose fifteen-year-old son recently died mysteriously in his sleep. I
thought of a missionary friend whose wife walked out on him and left

him with five children to raise. I thought of a (p26)�
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Our Readers Respond
It is a privilege to hear from readers of the Revivalist. Names

and locations of writers will be withheld at their specific request
or at the discretion of the editor. We reserve the right to edit and
condense all letters selected for publication. They should be
addressed to the Editorial Office, 1810 Young Street,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45210, or e-mailed to revivalist@gbs.edu.
Letters reprinted here do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the editor of  God’s Revivalist nor those of the administration of
God’s Bible School.

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
I thank God for the article written by President

Avery, “Where Do We Go from Here?” in the summer
issue. I think God helped him to “hit the nail right on
the head.” I firmly believe if all…who are really con-
cerned about God’s holiness will commit ourselves to
God and His Word, as President Avery states in his
closing paragraph, we can and will see God make a
great change in this to His glory.

THE REV. W. H. CARROLL
Indianapolis, Indiana

STIRRED AND STIFFENED MY RESOLUTION
While I have appreciated many of the articles in the

Revivalist, none have touched me more profoundly
than R. S. Taylor’s article on the death of the holiness
movement (March 1999). Bro. Taylor’s commentary
stirred and stiffened my resolution to preach and
practice heart holiness...   

RAY JONES, JR., Pastor
Woodburn Church of the Nazarene

Woodburn, Oregon

STAY BY THE OLD GOSPEL
From what I have observed, you have a great presi-

dent and editor at the school. I was raised in the
Christian and Missionary Alliance and now attend
Plymouth Nazarene. Your paper reminds me of Tozer
who spoke often in Detroit.  I hope you will stay by
the old gospel, as so many are falling away today. 

WILLIAM C. BOESS
Westland, Michigan

IMPRESSED WITH THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE
I have been very impressed with “The President’s

Page” in God’s Revivalist. May God bless
you and your staff as you continue
to hold up the standard for
Christian men and women.

JOHN J. YODER
E-mail

Missions Around
The World

Each month we publish brief “field reports” from mis-
sionaries around the world. Missionaries are invited to
send us their newsletters and other information about
their activities. GBS graduates are especially urged to
respond, but we also wish to include others who uphold
our vision and our commitment.

AFRICA
Three missions in South Africa have joined

efforts in conducting a tent meeting with services
three times a day.  These include the Bible Holiness
Church Mission, ICHA Missions, and Pilgrim
Missions (Allegheny Region). Reports include sever-
al conversions.

BELIZE
“People are getting saved and being helped. We

are having to enlarge our school at Santa Familia to
take care of the new converts’ children. They want
them to be educated in a Christian school. We went
down on June 7 to lay the foundation of a new
building that is 70 feet by 30 feet. It will contain a
large learning center, a computer classroom, prin-
cipal’s office and a storage area. The Rev. and Mrs.
Bence Miller were with us the 6th of June and gave
a wonderful report.”—The Rev. Robert Thompson,
Director, Evangelical Holiness Church.

COLUMBIA
“In January of this year we entered the city of

Bogota with the message of holiness. The Rev.
Edermin Cortes informs us that from an initial
group of thirty there, there are now more than
ninety in attendance at services. The terrorism that
plagues the country has claimed the lives of fifteen
pastors in the last six months. However the church
continues forward.”—Raymond Shreve,
Evangelical Wesleyan Mission

ECUADOR
Three churches are reported as having been

started by “spontaneous multiplication” from a con-
gregation started by Pablo Cortez among a people
previously without a holiness witness. As these
churches continue to develop and grow, there is evi-
dence of several persons in them who are qualified
to assume leadership roles.

EGYPT
Recently one thousand persons crowded a

church in the Cairo area, and there were 192 con-
versions reported. (p23)�
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Perched on a gentle hillside out on
the Nebraska prairies, Bethphage
Mission looks down over the vil-

lage of Axtell. The “Mission”—as it is
often called—was established in 1913
by K. G. William Dahl, a
Swedish preacher’s son
who came to America,
renewed his vows to God,
and then responded to His
call. For Dahl, God’s call
meant first a Lutheran pul-
pit, and then this Christian
home of mercy for the “fee-
ble-minded” discards of an
ignorant and self-indulgent
culture. The ardent young
pastor died at 34; and in a
simple grave at the campus
edge, he lies near Jesus’
brothers whom he served,
waiting with them for the
trumpet’s sound.

At the heart of Beth -
phage’s buildings of yellow

brick is Zion Chapel,
magnificent with stair-
stepped gables; red-clay
roofing tiles; and robust
tower for clock and bell.
The sanctuary, too, is
lovely and serene,
with brilliant stained-
glass windows which
poig nantly recount

the great, old
stories from the

gospel. Most strik-
ing, however, is the

window high upon
the eastern wall above

the altar. Painted upon that
glowing glass is a vivid pic-

ture of Jesus Our Redeemer, His eyes
looking deeply into our own, and His
arms outstretched to us in welcome.

As sunshine pours through that
resplendent glass, the chancel is

splashed with moving col -
or; the Saviour’s face be -
comes radiant with warmth
and light; and in that il -
luminating moment, He
seems ready to step out of
the the stained-glass and
grace us with His touch.
This does not happen to
everyone, of course, but
only to those who in faith
and love are lifting up
their hearts to Him. For
there is no intrinsic grace
in the glass, pigment, and
lead with which we make
our churches’ windows.
But, then, neither is there
in trinsic grace in the oak -

en panels or the iron screws with
which we make our churches’ altars.
Yet the Holy Spirit who descends at
open altars is also pleased to use col-
ored windows as signs of offered
grace; for in this way, as in countless
others, He is determined to make
Jesus real to us. 

For Jesus must be real to us, since
He is the bridge between us and God.
This means, first, that He must be real
to us in the written accounts of Holy
Scripture, for this is the objective
record of His coming to us in flesh and
blood. But, second, He must also be
real to us in the transforming joy of
personal relationship, for this is the
subjective assurance of His coming to
us now. One is formal and (p26)�
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WHEN JESUS STEPPED OUT OF THE STAINED GLASS WINDOW
by Larry D. Smith, editor
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GBS will soon be celebrating its 100th birthday. Already preparations are
under way to mark the Grand Centenary Year, which officially will begin
with Heritage Week and Homecoming 1999 and continue through the same
events in the fall of the year 2000. Preparatory activities will focus upon the
Centenary; and from time-to-time the Revivalist will publish “Centenary
Scenes” from our rich history—little “vignettes” from the fascinating pro-
cession of people and events on our historic “Hilltop.” 

THE DOORS SWING OPEN ON THE HILLTOP

“O God, we give this property to Thee, asking that Thy power
and Thy glory may come into it just now and abide forever.”
This was the prayer offered by evangelist Seth C. Rees at the
dedication of God’s Bible School’s campus, Wednesday,
September 26, 1900. It was held in connection with the
“Salvation Park Autumnal Holiness Convention,” which had
opened the night before under the direction of the school’s
founder, the Rev. Martin Wells Knapp.

“Fourteen ministers and evangelists were present, as well as
many close associates, students, and friends of the Bible school,” notes Lloyd R. Day in his GBS history, written in the
1940’s. “The capacity of the buildings was taxed to the limit, and there was already a great need for additional build-
ings.” Services were held in the main building’s ornate double-parlor, which had
hastily been turned into a chapel. 

According to The Revivalist, the dedication service began at 8:00 p.m. “A call
was made for those who wished to dedicate themselves to the Lord to come for-
ward. Two responded” and knelt with “Brother and Sister Knapp . . . around a
small table upon which lay the Holy Bible.” Rees, Knapp’s friend and colleague,
then led the congregation in earnest prayer. Fortunately an unnamed stenogra-
pher wrote down his words: “We give this property to Thee for the interests of Thy
kingdom... where Thy people may receive such power as to send them out with
more than multiplied energy to minister Thy truth all over the world.”

Only weeks before, Knapp, a fiery Methodist preacher, had arranged the purchase
of the two acres and two buildings for the sum of $20,000. A three-story brick
mansion contained rooms for offices, classrooms, as well as the chapel, while
the wood-frame house behind it could be used for sleeping quarters. From
the beginning it was clear that this all was the “magnificent obsession” of
Knapp, described by A. M. Hills as “a little bundle of nerves and brain and
heart, all alive and on fire for God and holiness.”  

Eight years before, he had come to Cincinnati from Albion, Michigan,
bringing with him an expanding publishing ministry, which included several
books from his facile pen, as well as The Revivalist, a vigorous monthly pub-
lication which he had established in 1888 and whose circulation had grown
to around 20,000. In the Queen City area he quickly became a catalyst for
widespread holiness renewal, organizing public meetings, preaching at
revivals, and starting inner city rescue missions. The Revivalist contin-
ued to give him a national voice of great influence. In its edition of June
21, 1900, he announced his plans for a “training school... where the Bible
will be the main book studied” and where “the Holy Ghost, its Author, will
be acknowledged Superintendent and Interpreter...”

According to a later account, that opening convention was “one of unc-
tion and power” with people “claiming victory at every service.”
Presumably, Rees--described as “a John the Beloved, with unction, grace,
and power”--shared the pulpit with Knapp; and William and Mabel Hirst,
the first missionaries ever sent out by GBS, were present to say goodbye
before leaving for Africa. “Recitations” began officially the next day for 72
students who had enrolled for a term of 40 weeks without vacations. In
addition to the Bible, they were to study grammar, orthography, (p17)�

Martin Wells Knapp



Devastated, I stood in shock, momentarily unable to
move. Coming from the crumpled ruin of the auto-
mobile came a faint voice. “Please, somebody, help

me.” The woman’s agonizing plea brought me back to the
reality of the situation that my mind still did not want to
believe. I ran to my cell phone and dialed 911. I ran back
to the accident site and then back to my cell phone again,
this time to call my pastor. Did I ever need someone at a
time like this! I was starting to fall apart. Then I saw the
condition of the driver of the wrecked vehicle; the great-
est fear I had ever known overwhelmed me. I grabbed the
shoulders of an older man who had walked up to the scene
and I hung on for dear life. 

When I heard the paramedic call for the coroner,
my worst fears were confirmed. The driver had been
killed on impact. Thank God the police officer was
sensitive to my trauma as he helped me to the front
seat of the police car. Speechless, I handed him my
wallet. Instead of proceeding with his work, he paused
and began to pray for me. You cannot know the impact
of that prayer. I sensed the gentleness of God—He was
looking out for me even at a time like this. 

That morning of March 7, 1995, was very grey. I had
been on my new job as a salesman for about a month. I
left the office to make a call on a potential customer at
about 10:30. Considering the weather, I drove with what
I thought was extra precaution. I approached a haz-
ardous intersection in our community with great care. I
still remember looking both directions twice, paying par-
ticular attention to a tractor-trailer coming from the
south. I thought all was clear as I eased out into the inter-
section. To my greatest horror and disbelief a car, seem-
ingly coming from nowhere, glanced off the front of my

van and headed straight into the path of the tractor-trail-
er. My first thought was “this can’t be real!!!”  I continued
through the intersection and parked my van, which had
incurred very little damage. The other car, however, had
impacted the rig with tremendous force, bouncing off the
front of the truck like a toy.

For many days I was suspended in a state of agony.
What had I done? What could I have done? What could I
do now? What about the family of the victims? Even
before I had opened my eyes that next morning, I was
plagued by the thought that I had sent a man into eterni-
ty! I later received some comfort when I learned that the
deceased man was another preacher. At least I had the
hope that he was enjoying the light of eternity rather than
the eternal night and torment of the lost. 

Still, I ached inside. I wanted to express my sorrow to
the family. What could words do? I did not know, but
somehow I wanted to communicate. My pastor made the
contacts and set up a meeting with the family. They were
keeping vigil at the hospital where their mother, the other
occupant of the car, lay in intensive care. (Thirty-five days
later she, too, died.) I will never forget the words of the
oldest son, Eric. I still cling to them till this day. 

He looked at me and said, “My daddy would not want
the devil to get any glory out of his death. You’re forgiven.”

Forgiven!! This had been his father, yet he was forgiv-
ing me! I had never heard sweeter, more welcome words.
The devil cannot win over forgiveness.

Even though I still suffer from the awful memories,
what a load has been lifted by forgiveness! Many today
carry a burden of guilt, and many are carrying the
weight of an unforgiving heart. Ephesians 4:32 gives an
answer: “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath
forgiven you.”

Evangelist Michael Bell pastored for fifteen years and is a part time
missionary to Russia.

Forgiven

by Michael Bell
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by Ben Durr Jr.

a deeper look at Scripture
2ND2ND2ND

thoughtsthoughts

“All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto
men...” (Matthew 12:31)

I know of no subject more haunting than that of the
“unpardonable sin.” So frightening is the thought that
often a mere discussion or sermon on the topic leaves one
shaken in spirit, perhaps wondering if somehow—maybe
unwittingly in a moment of levity or idleness—he or she
may have crossed the point of no return and drifted beyond
the reach of God’s mercy.

Having recently reviewed this “hard saying” of Jesus, I
was again reminded of the pressing need to clearly define
for the sake of such conscientious souls the exact nature of
the unforgivable sin. The importance of this cannot be
over-stressed. The context of Jesus’ statement is one in
which informed religious leaders dismissed the obvious
work of the Holy Spirit as being demonic in origin. Their
offense was calculated and specific. Knowing better, they
declared the Holy Spirit which was at work in Jesus to be a
devilish spirit! John Wesley, among others, insists that this
—“neither more nor less”—constitutes the unpardonable
transgression.

Sadly, our functioning definition of the unpardonable
sin has been sometimes broadened to include persistent
grieving or quenching of the Spirit. This goes beyond what
Jesus said. It has been occasionally suggested, even direct-
ly asserted, that one who resists or ignores the Spirit is in
danger of being abandoned by Him forever. Haunting illus-
trations of others who resisted the Spirit, never to be spo-
ken to again, hang funeral crepe over an increasingly dis-
mal picture. Consequently, hyper-sensitive people—people
who may well have been guilty of grieving the Spirit by past
actions or inactions—fall easily into confusion, sometimes
despair.

Now it must be said with great emphasis that it is a seri-
ous matter to quench, grieve or trifle with the Holy Spirit.
Furthermore, deliberate and prolonged grieving of the
Spirit can result in hardness of heart which can, in turn,
render one insensitive to the Spirit’s workings. This condi-
tion of spiritual dullness or deadness can then seem like
one in which God has departed.

But Scripture assures us that God is always calling. The
problem is we can render ourselves incapable of hearing.
Someone in this situation is in real spiritual peril, to be
sure, but there is yet hope if such a one will throw himself
upon the mercy of God and retrace his prodigal steps! But
the point is that such a one has not met Jesus’ specific cri-
teria of the unpardonable sin.

This brings us then to a bright and happy note in an oth-
erwise dreadful text, and a note that is consistently over-
looked. Jesus prefaced His ominous warning with a hope-
filled promise: “All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be for-
given unto men.” What cause for rejoicing! Excepting a vary
narrowly-defined act (knowingly attributing the works of the
Spirit to the devil), our Savior authoritatively declares every
sin to be forgivable. What more could He say to the despair-
ing soul? “Every sin may be forgiven.” Hear it! Believe it!
And, thankfully, among the list of “forgivable transgressions”
are the sins of grieving and quenching the Spirit, as lamen-
table as they are. You have His Word on it!



September 1999 / 9

I am brought to consciousness by the sounding of my
alarm. I turn over and push my body out of bed, over-
coming the urge to lie down again. I stagger into the

bathroom where I turn off the alarm. As I push sleep out
of my eyes with a warm washcloth and proceed to dress
in the soft light, I am aware that what takes place in the
next hour or two will determine the fate of my day.

I go to my place of solitude and stillness. Here, in the
morning calm, I meet with God. I talk with Him, read His
Word, carefully marking the passages that speak to me
and my situation. Then I talk with Him again. I unbur-
den my heart, and He listens. I speak of personal strug-
gles and desires, of family concerns and ministry bur-
dens. I ask for His blessing. I praise Him for His help.

While not fully comprehending, yet I understand
that something is happening. In my mind I see an
eagle in the morning light. It is seeking a thermal, a
rising warm current of air which is the result of the
morning sun heating the ground mass below. The
eagle does not flap its wings but only extends them. As
it rides the wind to an elevated place in the heavens, it
is now in a position of new advantage. From this lofty
place it can see more ground, and fly higher and
longer. When the time comes to dive on its prey, it can
plummet with great speed.

Now I perceive that something like this is happen-
ing to me. The winds of God’s Spirit are lifting me

effortlessly upward. I merely extend my soul-wings by
prayer and meditation, and they cause me to catch the
divine updrafts. Now I am rising to a new position of
power, vision, and grace.

Experience has taught me how difficult and even
futile it is to find this advantage point without my
quiet time with God. I struggle with simple tasks; I
react to irritations; my spirit is disordered; my heart
lacks vision and direction. I flap my wings, but at the
end of the day, I know that I have remained earth-
bound; I have traveled a short distance. The weight of
living has overcome my feeble strength.

But today is different. I can feel myself soaring aloft.
The air here is clean and crisp. No earthbound objects
are blurring my vision. I breathe deeply and feel the
composure of His lovely presence. I am riding the free
wind of His Spirit, and I already know that today will
be something like a holiday, because the energy for
living and working will be His and not mine.

“Lord, let every day be like today.”
“My son, they will be if you seek my Divine

updrafts.”

_______________________________________________________
Daniel Glick, a freelance writer for various periodicals,
pastored for fifteen years and works with Calvary Mission
in southeast Ukraine. 

by Daniel R. Glick
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News From The Hilltop

President Michael Avery has announced the following additions to the
GBS faculty and staff for the 1999-2000 school year:

ADMINISTRATION

Dr. Kenneth Farmer, Vice-President for Academic Affairs and Academic
Dean. He returns to his alma mater after an absence of ten years. Most
recently he has served as academic dean at Kansas City College and Bible
School. For further information, see Summer 1999 Revivalist.

COLLEGE 

Dr. Marcia Davis, principal of Wesleyan Christian Academy, Dayton,
Ohio, will serve on the adjunct faculty with rank of full professor. An alum-
nus (’76 BA) and former faculty member at GBS (1982-1989), she holds the
degrees MEd and EdD (1989) from the University of Cincinnati.

Miss Laura Ellison, assistant professor, teaching secretarial and busi-
ness classes in the General Education Division. She will also serve as
Director of Admissions. She holds the degree BS in Business Education
from Concord College, West Virginia (1999). Miss Ellison replaces Mr. Phil
Collingsworth, former Dean of Enrollment Services, who has returned to
his full-time music ministry with his wife, Kimberly, and children.

Miss Deanna Wolf, GBS alumna (’98 BA in Christian School Music
Education), full-time instructor in the Division of Music. She will teach
music history, music theory, applied violin, applied piano lab, and introduc-
tion to music education. She received the degree Master of Music in violin
performance from Miami University, Oxford, Ohio (1999). 

HIGH SCHOOL

The Rev. Paul Alexander, instructor of Spanish in both high school and
college. He holds the BA in Biblical Education with a major in missions
from Hobe Sound Bible College (1979). He and his wife Linda (see below)
have spent twenty years in missionary service and have been GBS mission-
aries in Belize. Most recently Mr. Alexander was administrator of the Latin
American Bible Institute, a training center in Texas for Hispanic ministers.

Mrs. Linda Alexander, instructor in typing. She holds the BA in Biblical
Education with a major in elementary education from Hobe Sound Bible
College (1979).

Mr. Michael Bird, instructor in high school with occasional college
teaching duties. He holds the BS in Music from Union Bible College and
the BS in Math and Physics from Eastern Michigan University (1999). He is
the brother of college professor Mark Bird.

ACADEMY

Mr. Timothy Crater, teacher of general music and band classes. He is a
GBS alumnus (’89 BA in Christian Music Education) and served for ten
years as music teacher at Liberty Bible Academy, Cincinnati.

Miss Germaine Hobelman, 7th and 8th grade instructor. She holds a
bachelor’s degree from Hobe Sound Bible College and has served as a mis-
sionary teacher with FEA for seventeen years.



STAFF

Mr. Keith Waggoner, student recruiter with the office of admissions. He
is a GBS alumnus (BA ’99). 

Mr. Craig McLaughlan, maintenance. From Gratz, Pennsylvania, he has
been the sole proprietor of a construction business and brings to GBS a
strong background in plant maintenance.

GBS SALUTES ALICE WEINGARD
Mrs. Alice Weingard, GBS librarian, administrator, and professor,

resigned her campus positions in June in order to join her husband in
Colorado, where he has received new employment. Mrs. Weingard has
served twice on the GBS faculty, first from 1969-1971 and then from 1989
until the present. She holds two graduate degrees, the MS in Education
and the MS in Library Science.

At GBS she has been head librarian, chair of the Division of Christian
Teacher Education, and classroom teacher, and has also
served on the college Academic Committee. “It has been a joy
to work with her,” comments Professor Garen Wolf. “She was
a hard worker and a team player. I will miss her smile and
greeting when I walk into the library.”

“Students have learned to respect Mrs. Weingard for her
combination of intense academic demands and sincere moth-
erly concern,” according to the 1998 Hilltop, the school year-
book which was dedicated to her. “She has earned the love and
admiration of scores of students who have responded to her
strong professional competence and sterling personal charac-
ter... Much of her spare time (if it could be called such) is spent
in maintaining a warm atmosphere in her home and in keeping
a well-stocked kitchen to ‘mother’ homesick students.”

Directing the GBS library this year in place of Mrs. Weingard
will be Mrs. Judie Burton.

JON PLANK JOINS REVIVALIST AS GRAPHIC DESIGNER
“We are pleased to welcome Jon Plank to our staff,” com-

ments Larry D. Smith, editor of God’s Revivalist. “Jon is a tal-
ented young artist and an earnest Christian, and he will make a
valuable contribution to our ministry.” Plank and his wife Alicia
join the GBS campus family, where he will serve as graphic
designer for the Revivalist Press, assisting art director Kevin
Moser, and also as production assistant. 

The son of the Rev. Harry and Rachel Plank, he is a graduate
of Penn View Bible Institute and has been employed in the pub-
lic relations department of his alma mater, doing graphic
designing and secretarial work. He is married to the former
Alicia Phoebus, also a PVBI alumna, who is a Registered Nurse
and the daughter of Don and Nona Phoebus, missionaries to the
Navajo. Jon’s father is general superintendent of God’s
Missionary Church.

“God’s Bible School has always been special to me,” Jon
comments. “For as long as I can remember, I have felt like
GBS would someday become an important part of my life. It is
amazing to see how God is making this a reality. Alicia and I are grateful
for the opportunity to share in this exciting time of God’s Bible School’s
history.”(p19)�
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Alice Weingard

Alicia and Jon Plank



On these pages, we feature items about
GBS alumni, vital statistics, significant
events scheduled throughout the “Revival-
ist family,” and brief news notes from
across the holiness movement. Items for
inclusion in the “Revivalist  Family”
should be addressed to the Editorial
Office, 1810 Young Street, Cincinnati,
Ohio 45210.

.  .  .  .  .  .  .

ALUMNI UPDATE

Stay in touch with GBS! Send an
update of the latest activities in your life
to the Alumni Office, God’s Bible School,
1810 Young Street, Cin cinnati, Ohio
45210. Call (513) 721-7944, Extension
267 or e-mail alumni@gbs.edu. We’ll do
our best to keep an updated data base as a
resource for you.

HIGH SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT
73 YEARS LATE!

Lenos Bereman Perry, Cloverdale,
Indiana, is a high school graduate at
last—73 years late! Mrs. Perry, now age
90, attended GBS classes from 1922-
1926, but left school three weeks prior

to graduation. But she never forgot her
happy days on the Hilltop; and finally on
May 10 of this year, she returned to the
campus for the first time. Surrounded
by 17 family members and this year’s
high school seniors, she received her
diploma from Principal Paul Clemens. “I
cannot tell you how much my visit to
GBS means to me,” she says.

Warren G. Harding was President of
the United States when she boarded a
train in Indianapolis for Cincinnati.
Only 13 years old, she was sent to GBS
by her mother, who had learned of the
school from two of its former employ-
ees who boarded in the Bereman

home. “For most of her nearly four
years at GBS Lenos was the youngest
student,” notes her daughter, Mrs.
Phyllis J. Orman of Indianapolis.
“From the beginning Brother Meredith
Standley and his wife befriended her,
and she was a frequent guest in their
living quarters.”

She has fond memories of President
Standley speaking in chapel, singing a
duet with her at a funeral, participating
with students in sledding fun during

winter and then offering them hot
chocolate in his home afterwards.
“Father-figure, mentor, teacher, or
friend—whatever Meredith Standley was
to Lenos Pauline Bereman—they
formed a loving, lasting Christian bond.”
Whenever “Lenos relates stories that
include Brother Standley, a light comes
to her eyes and a smile on her lips.”

She also recalls algebra, Latin, and
geometry classes; “junior theology” in
which she memorized a great deal of
scripture; and activities in choir, where
she sang alto; and orchestra, where she
played violin. Classes were held on
weekdays, except that Saturday morn-
ing was substituted for Monday morn-
ing. In the dormitory, a warning bell for
“lights out” rang at 9:45 p. m., and fif-
teen minutes later, the electric power
was turned off. GBS’s famous
Thanksgiving dinners are also etched
firmly in her memory.

But shortly before her graduation cer-
emony, she returned to Indianapolis in
order to participate in a friend’s wedding
as maid of honor. Instead, “Lenos herself
became a bride, and there was a double
wedding,” her daughter comments.
Lenos eventually became the mother of
six children and now has 15 grandchil-
dren and 19 great grand-children.
During the Depression she became a
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telegraph operator; and then after an
interval as homemaker, she worked
in banking for twenty years. She has
served as a church pianist, organist
and choir member, and is also an
accomplished seamstress.

“I am enormously proud of my
mother,” adds Mrs. Orman. “She has
been a Christian all of her life and
has lived a life of accomplishments.
The education she received at God’s
BIble School served her well.” Mrs.
Perry, a widow for 33 years, lives
alone with pleasant memories of her
long-postponed GBS graduation. “I
hope I will be able to visit the school
again before I die; but if not, my
thoughts and prayers are with you.”

Editor’s Note: Mrs. Lenos (Bere -
man) Perry may be contacted at
9283 S. County Road 425 E,
Cloverdale, Indiana 46120.

.  .  .  .  .  .  .

CORRESPONDENCE

“I am writing to give a report on
the group that was sent to represent
God’s Bible School at our camp. I
cannot begin to tell you the blessing
they were to us, not only in terms of
music, devotions, and team leaders,
but also in the spiritual atmosphere
of the camp. David Fry’s devotionals
were inspirational, and Elizabeth
Schenck and Donna Downing did a
wonderful job with the youth choir.
We would be thrilled to have anoth-
er group come back next year.”—
Stephen Cassady, Central Friends
Youth Camp, 6060 N US 31,
Columbus, Indiana 47201.

“My wife and I have had the
Revivalist all of our married life.
She passed away August 22, 1994.
Her name was Maraleen Taylor when
she was a student at GBS in the mid-
thirties. My first contact with the
Revivalist was at a neighbor’s house
in Lima, Ohio, [when] I was only
about eight or nine years old.”—The
Rev. H. R. Burkett, 1233 West
Main, Portland, Indiana 47371.
Mr. Burkett includes a picture taken
of his wife when she was a student at
GBS.—Editor.

“I am a family of four generations
which have received the Revivalist.
I do not know how many years my
father received it. I am 83 years old
and will have been married 61 years
soon. We received the Revivalist
soon after we were married. My
daughter and also my granddaugh-
ter receive it. I do enjoy the writings
in it and the change in the last few
years.—Mrs Ruth E. Lloyd, 528
Spencerville Street, Hicksville,
Ohio 43526.

“I am a former student (1939—
1941) and the granddaughter of Lew
Standley. Lillie Standley was my
mother. She married LaRue Park in
1917. I am also the grand niece of
Bessie and [former GBS President]
M. G. Standley. I think GBS is the
greatest school.”—Mrs. Luella
Highlander, 416 Broad Street,
Falmouth, Kentucky 41040.

“I am a former student (1981—
1985) and staff member. My years at
GBS were so rewarding and fulfill-
ing. I did not get to graduate
because I was diagnosed with
Multiple Sclerosis. I am now mar-
ried to David L. Gross. We attend the
Bible Missionary Church in Clear -
field, Pennsylvania, where David is
the Sunday school superintendent,
and I teach the children’s Sunday
school class. We do special singing
and have a children’s club at a low-
income development. Phys ically I
am doing pretty well, and the Lord
is always there on my good days, but
is even nearer and more precious on
my bad days. I must wear a brace to
assist in walking, but praise God,
I’m able to walk.”—Mrs. Karen
(Rickard) Gross, R. D. #1, Box 97,
Frenchville, Pennsylvania 16836.

.  .  .  .  .  .  .
MISCELLANY

GBS continues active contact
with its alumni. Alumni pho-
tographed with President Avery in
the Rio Grande Valley are (left to
right) Margaret Eversole Velasquez,
Linda Wright Sheilds, front row;
Ramona Bailey Lemire, and Jeff

Lemire, back row; Campus Pastor
Edsel Trouten was photographed
with a group of alumni attending

services at the 1999 GBS camp
meeting.

Special mortgage burning cere-
monies were held June 27 at the
Westport ,  Indiana,  Wesleyan
Church, honoring the liquidation of
the indebtedness on the church
sanctuary. Pastor is the Rev. Dr.
Mark Eckart (‘83 BRE), former GBS
faculty member. His wife is the for-
mer Debbie Jones, also a GBS alum-
na (‘83). The church is also listed as
second among the “top ten church-
es for numerical gain” in the
Indiana South District.

Mark S. Stetler (‘98 ThB) has
resigned his position as Dean of Men
at God’s Bible School and College to
accept the pastorate of the Church
of God (Holiness), Fort Scott,
Kansas. His wife is the former
Kathryn Bittinger (‘97 BA).

The Rev. Robert Bickert, who
served on the GBS faculty 1987-
1990, and his wife Karolyn (Kay),
GBS dean of women 1987-89, are
serving with Wesleyan World
Missions in the Philippines as teach-
ers at Rosales Wesleyan Bible College
and as consultants for education,
church growth, and evangelism to



the Wesleyan Church of the Philippine
General Conference. Mr. Bickert has
notified us of the following family infor-
mation: (1) Their grandson JonMark
Nelson Bickert was born July 17, 1998, to
Timothy (1990 GBS HS) and Cathy
Bickert. They reside in Fort Collins,
Colorado; and (2) His son Mark Andrew
Bickert, D. O., Lt. US Navy, who attend-
ed GBS as a college student 1986—87,
was stationed as flight surgeon for the
Pegasus Squadron at the Kaneohe
Marine Air Station in Hawaii in February.

.  .  .  .  .  .  .
MARRIAGES

Sonya Johnson to
Gary Seniva, June 25,
Altamont Bible Ho -
liness Church, Alta -
mont, KS. Sonya is the
former production as -
sis tant of the Revivalist
Press. 

Stephenie Eudora Clemens to Philip
Mark Brugger, June 19, Muncie,
Indiana.

Julia Ann Brown to Timothy Ray
Fleener, June 26, West Plains, Missouri.

.  .  .  .  .  .  .
BIRTHS

To Christopher and
Miriam (Smith) Fruhl -
ing, a son Christopher
Joshua, July 6, Kear -
ney, Nebraska. Mater -
nal grandparents are
the Rev. and Mrs. Larry
D. Smith (editor of the
Revivalist).

To Thomas and Sherri Bickert (‘89
HS) Raven, Wilmore, Kentucky, a son
James Robert, June 9. Sherri, the
daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. Robert
Bickert (see “Miscellany” above),
received the degree MA in Missions and
Evangelism May 23 from Asbury
Theological Seminary. Her husband,
who graduated with the same degree in
1998, is employed by the seminary.

To Paul (‘98) and Susanna (Slone)
Pilmore, a daughter, Anna Alexis, May
14, Lawley, AL.

To George and Margaret (Wallace)
Gidisa, twins, a son, George Fuya II,
and a daughter, Sarah Elizabeth
Wayaf, June 29, Anderson, Indiana.

To Chih-Jen (Robert) Chi and Chun-
Lin (Ivy) Chiu, a daughter, Ya^-Yun
(Rachel Robert), June 25, Cincinnati,
Ohio.

.  .  .  .  .  .  .
DEATHS

The Rev. Daniel M. Hershberger, 90,
of Lakeland, Florida, died November 9,
1998. Born on a farm near Sugar Creek,
Ohio, he was converted in a tent meet-
ing at which the Rev. E. E. Shelhamer
was the evangelist. He married Tressa
Marie Casey, and together they moved
to Canton, Ohio. He made his living as
a machine operator for the Hoover
Company. In the 1930’s he came to
God’s Bible School; and after studying
for the ministry, served several church-
es in Ohio.

He was a member of the Light and
Life Free Methodist Church, Lakeland,
where funeral services were held.
Survivors include his wife, Tressa; one
son, W. D. “Dusty” Hershberger; two
daughters, Gayle Lake; and June
Benson; a brother Earl; three grand-
children; and four great grandchildren.

Mrs. Amy Lynn (Helsel) Knipmeyer,
29, of Cherryvale, Kansas, died June 3,
1999, as the result of a traffic accident
while she and her family were vacation-
ing in South Dakota.
The crash also claimed
the lives of a daughter
Laura Mae, age two,
and an unborn son.

Mrs. Knipmeyer was
a 1990 graduate of
God’s Bible School and
College and Christ Hospital School of
Nursing, Cincinnati. She was married
to the Rev. Joseph “Jay” Knipmeyer,
September 9, 1995. She attended the
Bible Holiness Church, Tulsa,
Oklahoma, were he was pastor. She was
employed as a Registered Nurse at the
Tulsa Medical Center.

She is survived by her husband, who
was seriously injured in the accident.
Funeral services for Mrs. Knipmeyer
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and Laura Mae were held at Mount
Sinai Chapel, Blue Knob, PA, Pastor
Donald Hughes officiating.

The Rev. Ina E. (Mitchell)
Shreve McVey, 89, veteran mission-
ary, died May 25, 1999, at Hobe
Sound, Florida. Born in Atlanta,
Louisiana, she was converted at the
age of seven and at
eleven was called to
be a missionary to
China. After gradu-
ating from high
school and Kansas
City Business Col -
lege, she was em -
ployed by the J. C. Penney Com -
pany. She was greatly revived in
heart during a tent meeting held by
Wesleyan Methodist ministers and
through their influence enrolled at
God’s Bible School and College.

While at GBS she experienced the
blessing of entire sanctification and
settled her call to missionary service
in China. During summers she led
evangelistic teams representing the
school and held revival meetings. In
1930 she graduated from GBS and
did a year’s graduate work. It was at
GBS that she met met Harry L.
Shreve, to whom she was married
August 8, 1934. In November they
sailed for China to begin missionary
service under the Oriental Mission -
ary Society; and it was there that
their only child, Raymond L., was
born August 14, 1941. They re -
mained in China until 1949 and
then spent a year in missionary
service in the Philippines. In
January 1952 Harry and Ina Shreve
founded Evangelical Wesleyan Mis -
sion, Inc., under which they worked
as missionaries in Cuba until forced
out by the communist regime of
Fidel Castro.

In 1963 the Shreves began opera-
tions in Key West, Florida, minister-
ing to Cuban refugees fleeing from
the oppression in their homeland.
Over the next 25 years a church, a
school, and a ministry to US mili-
tary personnel developed. This also
became a home base for many mis-
sionary operatings both in the US

and abroad. In 1964 the Shreves
established a conservative holiness
work in Taiwan.

Harry Shreve died in 1982, and in
1987 Ina married Ezra McVey, a for-
mer GBS schoolmate. In 1995 she
moved with her husband to Sea
Breeze Manor, where she lived until
her death. Funeral services were at
Hobe Sound Bible Church, the Rev.
Paul Pierpoint and the Rev. James
O. Poe, officiating, with interment
in Fernhill Memorial Gardens,
Stuart, Florida.

Editor’s Note: GBS proudly hon-
ors the life and ministry of this
noble alumna who so faithfully and
for so long exemplified the school’s
commitment to Christ’s kingdom
and its advance. Ina Shreve was one
of those students of GBS upon
whom “the sun never sets.” Praise
forever to the living Lord who so
beautifully glorified Himself in her!

.  .  .  .  .  .  .
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

We will accept only items appropriate to
our purpose and mission. Cost is fifty cents
per word for each inclusion. We reserve all
rights to accept or reject materials submit-
ted to us.

HELP GBS BUILD ITS ARCHIVES. We
need copies of the Revivalist printed before
1900. Also we welcome photographs, biogra-
phies, and other memorabilia relating to
GBS. Contact Editorial Office, 1810 Young
St. Cincinnati, Ohio 45210.

YOUTH DIRECTORS NEEDED. The
Pilgrim Holiness Church of New York in
Endicott, New York, is looking for someone
to fill a full-time position working with chil-
dren and youth, as well as other responsibil-
ities. For more information please contact
by phone or mail: Rev. Jonathan Fall, 1703
Riverview Dr., Endicott, New York 13760.
Phone: (607) 748-7059.

O. CHAMBERS BOOKS: Wanting to buy
hard bound books by Oswald Chambers.
(other than “My Utmost...”) Please call Rev.
Richard D. Lupton, (540) 563-4481 or (540)
966-5141 (HM).

HITHER AND
THITHER 

AMONG US 
News Among Christians 
of Wesleyan Heritage

Leaders from various Methodist/
Wesleyan denominations in North
America will gather in Houston,
Texas, November 19--20 for The
Millennium Event,” where they will
“celebrate, listen, sing, pray, and
plan for new hope, new vitality and
new life for the Methodist
Movement in the third millenni-
um.” Various speakers, including
Dr. John Maxwell, will address the
conference, and “emphasis will be
upon a renewed commitment to
evangelism and mission.”

“Caution should be taken
against individual or organization-
al views that promote alarmist
attitudes or actions in order to
profit from Y2K concerns,” ac -
cording to a “Y2K Position
Statement” released by the Gen -
eral Superintendents of The Wes -
leyan Church. Acknowledging “the
potential problems that may arise
from computer embedded systems
or outside service provider interrup-
tions that may occur after January
1, 2000,” the statement cautions
against “actions or attitudes that
foster panic or that put individuals
and families in physical, financial,
or emotional jeopardy.”
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1999 CAMP MEETING TAPE LIST
Qty. Number Speaker Title

___ CM9901 Cravens, Rev. Mark Preparing For Spiritual Blessing
___ CM9902 Humble, Rev. R. G. The Presence of God
___ CM9903 Taylor, Dr. Wingrove All God’s or Nothing - Part I
___ CM9904 Camp Meeting 1999 Music Tape #1
___ CM9905 Cravens, Rev. Mark The Preaching of the Cross
___ CM9906 Durr, Rev. Ben Jr. Seek Ye First... (Baccalaureate Service)
___ CM9907 Taylor, Dr. Wingrove All God’s or Nothing - Part 2
___ CM9908 Taylor, Dr. Wingrove Components Of A Christian Communion - Part 1
___ CM9909 Humble, Rev. R. G. A Pure Heart
___ CM9910 Cravens, Rev. Mark A Fresh Encounter With God
___ CM9911 Camp Meeting 1999 Music Tape #2
___ CM9912 Taylor, Dr. Wingrove Components Of A Christian Communion - Part 2
___ CM9913 Cravens, Rev. Mark The Means of Prayer
___ CM9914 Humble, Rev. R. G. Conscience
___ CM9915 Taylor, Dr. Wingrove Components Of A Christian Communion - Part 3
___ CM9916 Humble, Rev. R. G. Going to Jerusalem
___ CM9917 Cravens, Rev. Mark Loving Your Neighbor
___ CM9918 Taylor, Dr. Wingrove Components Of A Christian Communion - Part 4
___ CM9919 Cravens, Rev. Mark The Storms of Life
___ CM9920 Humble, Rev. R. G. The Holy Spirit
___ CM9921 Taylor, Dr. Wingrove Components Of A Christian Communion - Part 5
___ CM9922 Humble, Rev. R. G. Casualty
___ CM9923 Cravens, Rev. Mark The Prodigal Son
___ CM9924 Eisenhart, Rev. Carl The Right Altitude With The Right Attitude 

(Commencement)
___ CM9925 Taylor, Dr. Wingrove The Rich Man and Lazarus
___ CM9926 Camp Meeting 1999 Music Tape #3 
___ CM9927 Humble, Rev. R. G. Touching Jesus
___ CM9928 Camp Meeting 1999 Music Tape #4
___ CM9929 Camp Meeting 1999 Music Tape #5
___ CM9930 Wolfe, Rev. Paul D. How To Reclaim Our Culture
___ CM9931 Cravens, Rev. Mark Be Filled With The Spirit
___ CM9932 Camp Meeting 1999 Music Tape #6

God's 
Bible

School
and

College

God's 
Bible

School
and

College

God's 
Bible

School
and

College

TO ORDER: Indicate desired quantity of each tape. Tapes are $4.49 each. Shipping and handling $1.20 for first tape,
$.80 each additional tape. Ohio residents add 6% sales tax. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.
Please be sure to include your address label or write in the address to which you want the order sent.

Total amount enclosed____________

SEND TO: God’s Bible School •  Cashier’s Office • 1810 Young Street • Cincinnati, Ohio 45210

Taylor

Cravens

Humble

Hundreds are ordering Richard S. Taylor’s timely and provocative article “Why The Holiness
Movement Died,” reprinted in booklet form (16 pages, 51/2” x 81/2”). These are available at 20¢
per copy, plus postage and handling. Call the Revivalist office with your orders: (513) 721-7944
(ext. 296), during normal office hours.

WHY THE HOLINESS MOVEMENT DIED by Richard S. Taylor
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�(p6) penmanship, reading, and music. Faculty
included Knapp, Beatrice Finney, Veda Anderson, and
Prof. Robert McNeill, the latter of whom was to devel-
op the “Bible-school Con servatory of Gospel Music.”

Ninety-nine years have passed since Seth C. Rees
prayed that God’s “power and glory” would come
upon the new Bible school and “abide forever.” GBS
has now entered its one hundredth year; and Knapp’s
brick, three-story mansion remains the administra-
tive center of its campus. That ornate double-parlor
where it all began—certainly one of the most signif-
icant historical sites in the holiness movement—still
welcomes students to a school determined to send
them “with more than multiplied energy to minister”
God’s “truth all over the world.”

The clipping at right, taken from The Revivalist of
October 25, 1900, depicts the opening of God’s Bible
School; below is a photograph of the William Hirst fam-
ily as it appeared in an early Revivalist.

GBS Bookstore
NEW!!—20th CENTURY SPIRITUAL GIANTS

by Anita K. Brechbill. Inspirational glimpses into the lives of those who towered above us in this present century
—Geraldine French—Victor Glenn—Viola (Light) Glenn—E. G. Marsh—Lela McConnell—Frances Rosenberry—

William Landis Rosenberry—Minnie Shellhamer—Lola Willows—Charlie Wireman—
plus the autobiography of the author added by the editor. Paperback...$8.99

NEW!!—WHAT GOD HATH WROUGHT
by Ruth Taylor Beck. A record of miracles and answers to prayer in the lives of Wilton and Ruth Beck...$4.99

NEW!!—HOLINESS CURRICULUM
by Diane Truitt. Designed for High School Bible Study, but would also be excellent for church groups. Full set

(nine books total) includes score key, teachers book, and workbooks. Full set...$38.00  Student set...only $28.00

(Modest shipping charges will be added to the above items)
CALL US TOLL FREE 1-800-286-9014

Or E-mail: GBSbookstore@juno.com
We buy good used holiness books and entire libraries!

Bennie and Viola Durr, Managers
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Kimberland J. Hough,
Pastor of the Calvary Church

of the Bible Covenant,
Greenfield, Indiana

I believe it
is wise 

stewardship
of our 

God-given
resources to
make certain

our assets
go to 

support our
families 

and God’s
Kingdom

work.

ESTATE PLANNING TO AVOID NURSING HOME SPEND-DOWN

Bill and Mary Smith, a fictitious couple, lived comfortably on their farm
in central Indiana, which had been purchased just after the Depression

for $4,000.00 at approximately $20.00 per acre. Because of its location close
to an Indianapolis “bedroom community,” the Smith farm became prime
real estate for developers.

Bill and Mary had declined several lucrative offers because of their love
for their farm. Then one day, Bill’s doctor gave them some bad news. Bill
had colon cancer and it seemed to be spreading rapidly. Bill’s last days were
spent in an endless cycle of chemotherapy and rest. Finally it ended with
Mary and the family at his side. 

Since Bill and Mary had lived in Indiana, their property was owned in
joint tenancy with the right of survivorship, which is also true of most other
states with the exception of California and Wisconsin. Consequently Bill’s
share of the estate passed on to Mary without a problem. BIll and Mary even
had a will that stated this as their desire. Probate court did not even get
involved because the laws of Indiana provide for the right of survivorship.

Mary’s children began to have concerns for their mother’s safety and
urged her to think about her future. As their mother’s health began to
decline, they urged her to sell the farm and move in with her daughter. They
soon discovered the family farm had become a veritable gold mine because
of skyrocketing real estate values.

A stroke, however, made it necessary to consider other options for Mary
before the farm could be sold. While she was incompetent and unable to
handle her affairs, Mary’s children had to take the legal steps necessary to
get a conservatorship for their mother. This gave them the right to handle
her affairs and make decisions in her behalf.

After a lengthy hospital stay, Mary was moved to a local rehabilitation
center. While there, Mary regained some of her communication skills and
understood that her children has a conservatorship for her. She agreed that
they should sell the farm and use the money to provide for her care, espe-
cially since nursing home care was looming on the horizon. They found out
that there would be problems with Medicaid if Mary’s assets were above the
specified level. 

A developer was found and Mary’s estate was soon increased by
$800,000.00 (200 acres x $4000.00/acre). Now a new problem arose—capi-
tal gains taxes to the federal government. Because the value of the Smith
farm had increased from $4,000.00 in the 1930’s to $800,000 in the 1990’s,
Mary’s estate was assessed taxes amounting to between $40,000 -
$50,000.00.

Mary’s estate is still worth over $750,000.00 when her personal effects are
added. We will work with the amount from her real estate sale only. Nursing
home costs will now be assessed against this amount until Mary’s assets are
low enough for Medicaid benefits to begin paying for her care. The 1999
Medicaid Desk Reference says that the average nursing home rate for
Central Indiana is $3,422.07 per month. Mary’s estate will have to �
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News From The Hilltop continued...

(continued from page 11)

PRESIDENT AVERY CONFERS WITH CAYMAN ISLANDS OFFICIALS
President Michael Avery recently visited GBS alumni in the Cayman

Islands and spoke at Wesleyan Christian Academy. At that time he met with
leaders of the Cayman government to discuss funding assistance for stu-
dents attending GBS. The photograph at right records that occasion.
Pictured left to right are the following: The Hon. John Jefferson, member
of the legislative assembly; The Hon. Truman
Bodden, Minister of Education and
Development, as well as the government leader;
President Avery; The Hon. Tom Jefferson,
Minister of Tourism, and Custom Officer
Garfield Powery.

Christian values remain strong in the islands.
Business houses are closed on holy days, and
there is discussion of closing them on Sundays.
As widely reported in the press, the government
refused recently to allow a cruise ship to dock or
its passengers to visit the islands because of
their homosexual activity. For many years GBS
has had a cooperative relationship with the
islands. The founder of the West Bay Church and
many other missionaries were GBS alumni.

BRIEFLY NOTED: We are pleased to report the following GBS-related
marriages: (1) Lorene Faye Frederick to N. Keith Waggoner II, June 19,
Cincinnati, Ohio. Both are employed by the school, Lori as a music teacher
and Keith as student recruiter; (2) Sonya Gayle Johnson to Gary N.
Seniva, June 25, Altamont, Kansas; (3) Julie Elaine Wetherald to Daniel
Stephen Ayars, July 3, Greenville, Ohio; (4) Bonnie Lou Wayman to Brian
Linus Wells, July 10, Binghamton, New York; (5) Vanette Elizabeth Pile to
Jeffrey Alan Moore, July 10, Shelbyville, Indiana; (6) Brenda Diane
Englund to Aaron Christopher Herring, July 31, El Dorado Springs,
Missouri; (7) Donna Lee Ferguson to Demetrius Kevin Wildgoose, August
14, Nassau, Bahamas; (8) Ashley Elizabeth Marshall to Shane Alan Ash,
August 21, Lake Placid, New York; (9) Dorcas Renea Arnold to Philip
Douglas Bishop, August 21, Cold Springs, Kentucky; (10) Ioan (John)
Dulau to Loretta Rae Montgomery, June 19, Ault Park, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Pres. Avery with Cayman Islands
government officials

� pay $41,064.84 each year until her assets are low enough that Medicaid will begin to pay for her care. Her estate
will experience a major spend-down effect if Mary lingers for several years, which is quite possible.

The area of estate planning should be referred to qualified estate planners and attorneys specializing in Elder Law.
It would be quite possible to minimize and in some cases eliminate these losses to Bill and Mary’s estate. Proper estate
planning while they were still in control of their affairs would have made a drastic difference to Bill and Mary Smith
and their heirs.

I believe it is wise stewardship of our God-given resources to make certain our assets go to support our families and
God’s Kingdom work. I would encourage all the Revivalist Family to contact the Estate Planning office at God’s Bible
School and College for help in their estate work and to include GBS in their beneficial giving.

I believe this should be done by everyone before any final eventualities become realities. We wisely prepare for eter-
nity, but God commends those who provide an inheritance for their children’s children.



February 16—25, 2000
Tentative Itinerary includes the following:
Caesarea; Mt. Carmel; Megiddo (Armageddon);
Tel Jezreel; Nazareth; Tiberias and the Sea of
Galilee; Tel Dan; Mt. Hermon; Caesarea
Philippi (The Banias); Golan Heights; Gadera;
Capernaum; Tabgha - the feeding of the five
thousand; The Jordan River - a baptismal serv-
ice; Gideon’s Spring; Beit Shean; Jericho;
Mount of Temptation; Church of the
Dormition in Mt. Zion - relative site of the
Lord’s Supper and Pentecost; traditional tomb

of David and David’s city; Warren’s Shaft and
Hezekiah’s Tunnel; Pool of Siloam; Bethany -
Lazarus’ tomb; Bethpage - route of the
Triumphal Entry; Mount of Olives and
Geth semane; Qumran - where the
Dead Sea scrolls were found;
Masada and the Dead sea; The
Oasis of Ein Geddi; The famous
outdoor model of Jerusalem;
Bethlehem - Shepherds’ fields and
Church of the Nativity; Akeldama;
Ain Rogel; House of Caiaphas; Shrine

ISRAEL PILGRIMAGE 2000

of the Book and Israel Museum; The
Knesset; Mt. Moriah - Dome of the Rock
and El Aksa Mosque; Old Jerusalem -
Temple Mount Institute, Wailing Wall, and Temple Mount area; The
Via Dolorosa and Church of the Holy Sepulchre; The Garden Tomb -
Gordon’s Calvary where we will have a communion service; Pool of
Bethesda; Emmaus Road; Valley of Elah.

The tour will be hosted by GBS President Michael Avery and Ministerial Division Chair Dr.
Allan Brown. Total cost for the trip is $1,659.00. This includes round trip flights between
Chicago and Tel Aviv aboard El Al; two all-you-can-eat buffet meals per day; all taxes and tips.
A non-refundable deposit of $200 is required by October 1, 1999. The remaining amount is
due by January 10, 2000. The tour is limited to fifty people. You are responsible for your own
transportation to and from Chicago. For more information or to make reservations call (513)
721-7944; ask for Vanessa Heppeard at ext. 202.
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Teach your daughter to be gracious
Proverbs 11:16:“A gracious w

om
an attains honor.”

Teach your daughter discretion
Proverbs 11:22:“As

a jew
el of gold in a sw

ine’s snout, so is
a fair w

om
an w

hich
is w

ithout discretion.”

Teach them
 that cruelty is w

rong
Proverbs 11:17:

“The m
erciful m

an doeth good to his ow
n soul: but he that is

cruel troubleth his ow
n flesh.”

Teach them
 to be patient and control their anger

Proverbs 14:29:“H
e that is slow

 to w
rath is of great understanding: but he that

is hasty of spirit exalteth folly.”
Proverbs 15:18:“A hot-tem

pered m
an stirs up strife, B

ut the slow
 to anger calm

s
a dispute.”

Proverbs 16:32: “H
e that is slow

 to anger is better than the m
ighty; and he that

ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.”

Teach them
 that their actions show

 w
ho they are

Proverbs 20:11: “E
ven a child is know

n by his doings, w
hether his w

ork be pure,
and w

hether it be
right.”

III. A
D

VIC
E

 O
N

 H
O

W
 T

O
 VIE

W
 S

IN
 A

N
D

 S
IN

N
E

R
S

Teach them
 that only w

icked people think w
rong doing is fun

Proverbs 14:9: “Fools m
ake a m

ock at sin: but am
ong the righteous there is favor.”

Teach them
 not to envy sinners, because G

od’s curse is on the sinner
Proverbs 3:33:“The curse of the LO

R
D

 is in the house of the w
icked: but he bles-

seth the habitation of the just.”

Teach them
 not to envy sinners or desire their com

pany
Proverbs 24:1: “D

o not envy w
icked m

en, do not desire their com
pany.” (N

IV)

Teach them
 that G

od w
ill destroy the possessions of sinners

Proverbs 14:11:“The house of the w
icked shall be overthrow

n: but the taberna-
cle of the upright shall flourish.”

Teach them
 not to rejoice at the m

isfortune of evil
Proverbs 24:17-18:

“R
ejoice not w

hen thine enem
y falleth, and let not thine

heart be glad w
hen he stum

bleth. Lest the LO
R

D
 see it, and it displease him

,
and he turn aw

ay his w
rath from

 him
.”
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Teach them
 the value of education

Proverbs 1:22:“...fools hate know
ledge.”

Proverbs 18:15: “The heart of the prudent getteth know
ledge; and the ear of the

w
ise seeketh know

ledge.”

Teach them
 to be certain of the facts before accusing som

eone
Proverbs 3:30:“Strive not w

ith a m
an w

ithout cause, if he have done thee no harm
.”

Proverbs 18:13: “H
e that answ

ereth a m
atter before he heareth

it, it
is

folly and
sham

e unto him
.”

Teach them
 to receive correction w

ith a proper attitude
Proverbs 10:8:“The w

ise in heart w
ill receive com

m
andm

ents: but a prating fool
shall fall.”

Proverbs 19:20: “H
ear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou m

ayest be w
ise

in thy latter end.”
Proverbs 10:17:

“H
e that refuseth reproof erreth, is brutish, despiseth his ow

n
soul, and shall die” (12:1; 15:32; 15:10 - com

bined)

Teach them
 that punishm

ent should m
ake them

 w
iser

Proverbs 21:11: “W
hen the scorner is punished, the sim

ple is m
ade w

ise: and
w

hen the w
ise is instructed, he receiveth know

ledge.”

II. A
D
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E
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N
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G
 C

H
A

R
A

C
T

E
R

Teach them
 to rocognize w

rong and to have the courage of their convictions
to stand alone
Proverbs 1:10:“M

y son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.”

Teach them
 the w

ay to honor is hum
ility

Proverbs 15:33: “The fear of the LO
R

D
is

the instruction of w
isdom

; and before
honor is

hum
ility.”

Teach them
 alw

ays to be honest
Proverbs 12:22:

“Lying lips are abom
ination to the LO

R
D

: but they that deal
truly are his delight.”

Teach them
 that laziness is w

rong
Proverbs 10:26:“As vinegar to the teeth, and as sm

oke to the eyes, so is the slug-
gard to them

 that send him
.”

Proverbs 18:9:
“H

e also that is slothful in his w
ork is brother to him

 that is a
great w

aster.”

Teach them
 to w

atch their w
ords

Proverbs 10:19:
“In the m

ultitude of w
ords there w

anteth not sin: but he that
refraineth his lips is w

ise.”
Proverbs 17:28:“E

ven a fool, w
hen he holdeth his peace, is counted w

ise: and he
that shutteth his lips is esteem

ed
a m

an of understanding.”
Proverbs 21:23:“W

hoso keepeth his m
outh and his tongue keepeth his soul from

troubles.”

Teach them
 the pow

er of their w
ords

Proverbs 18:21: “D
eath and life are in the pow

er of the tongue: and they that love
it shall eat the fruit thereof.”

Teach them
 to give a gentle answ

er in the face of w
rath

Proverbs 15:1:“A soft answ
er turneth aw

ay w
rath: but grievous w

ords stir up anger.”

Teach them
 to have integrity

Proverbs 11:3:“The integrity of the upright shall guide them
: but the perverse-

ness of transgressors shall destroy them
.”

Teach them
 that a godly reputation is a priceless possession

Proverbs 22:1: “A good nam
e is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving

favor rather than silver and gold.”2
3
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October 5-7, 1999
A Movement in Transition: Facing a New Millennium

God’s Bible School & College, Cincinnati, Ohio

Guest speakers and participants include:
Dr. Michael Avery, John Parker, Dr. David Bundy, Leonard Sankey, Wally Thornton, Larry Smith, Walter Hedstrom,

Daniel Stetler, Robert England, Dr. William Kostlevy, Dr. Marlin Hotle, Dr. Paul Kaufman, William Snider, Knox
Bullock, Rodney Watkins, Dwayne Joslin, Dr. Mark Smith, Katrina Brewer, Sheila Wolf

Keynote Address: Tuesday, October 5, at 7:00 p.m. — Dr. Marlin Hotle

Special feature: Prof. Wally Thornton’s book, Radical Righteousness—Personal Ethics; The Development of the Holiness
Movement, has provoked discussion across the holiness movement. On Wednesday morning Prof. Thornton will present
the thesis of his book, and then a panel, moderated by Dr. Michael Avery, will discuss the book. The panel will consist of

Dr. Paul Kaufman, William Snider, Daniel Stetler, Dr. William Kostlevy, Dr. David Bundy, Dr. Marlin Hotle, 
and Knox Bullock. Audience participation is anticipated in this discussion as well. 

Other topics: Transitions in Culture, Transitions in the Holiness Mindset, Transition to the New Millennium, Transitions
in Preaching. Also, sessions for women, musicians, Christian educators, children’s evangelists, students majoring in

ministry, music, Christian education and child evangelism.
Holy Communion, Thursday 9:00 a.m.

Don’t miss Daniel Stetler’s message, Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Last session closes at noon, Thursday, October 7

Limited housing available; contact God’s Bible School, 1810 Young Street, Cincinnati, OH 45210 • Phone: 513-721-7944
For further information contact Leonard Sankey, 1817 26th Street, Bedford, IN 47421 • Phone: 812-275-2119

Sponsored by the Interchurch Holiness Convention and hosted by God’s Bible School and College.
The School of the Prophets is developed by an I.H.C. planning commission.
We suggest that local churches make it possible for their pastors to attend,

and that Christian Schools encourage administrators and teachers to be in these sessions.

(continued from page 4) 

COSTA RICA
Alberth Ugalde has been appointed leader of the

national church sponsored by Friends of Missions.
Missionary Rex McDowell has just returned to the U.S.
after a visit to Costa Rica.

NEBRASKA
Linda Sturtevant, returned missionary from Ukraine,

is in residence with her husband Steve in Beaver City,

where she is recovering from multiple bypass heart
surgery. Her progress is encouraging. Their son Jason
and his wife Joanna are now in Ukraine for missionary
service. 

UKRAINE
Prayers are requested for the Melvin Adams family.

Their van was robbed while they were on a recent trip, and
later their son Nicolas suffered a serious fall.
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S L AT E S  O F  T H E

Direct all listings and inquiries about slates to Revivalist Press,                  1810 Young Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45210

Barrow, Elbert, 2156 Dobbs Farm Rd., Kinston,
NC 28504-8921. (252) 527-3987.

Bell, Rev. Michael (missionary and youth speak-
er), 10325 East St. Rd. 28, Frankfort, IN 46041.
(317) 249-5490.

Bell, Rev. & Mrs. Thomas (evangelist and song
evangelist with travel trailer), P.O. Box 162,
Shirley, IN 47384-0162. (765) 737-6055.
Sept. 7-12 ...Rossville, GA, Fairview Bible Methodist
Sept. 14-19.....Morristown, TN, Morristown Bible Meth.
Sept. 20-26 ....Princeton, IN, Princeton Holiness Tab.
Sept. 28-Oct. 3 .....Davis Creek, WV, Trinty Christian
Oct. 5-10....................Muncie, IN, 18th St. Wesleyan
Oct. 12-17Knoxville, TN, Hinton St. Bible Methodist
Oct. 24-31Drumright, OK, Happy Corner Ch. of God

Boulson, James (evangelist), 308 Jewett Rd.,
Steubenville, OH  43952. (740) 282-8341.
OPEN DATES.

Bradshaw, Rev. Walter D. and Sharon (evangelist
and singers with instruments), 206 Prairie Dr.,
Lexington, NC 27292. (336) 798-3225.
Sept. 10-19 ......Little Hope/N. East, PA, A.W.M.
Sept. 21-26 ........Brown Hill/Youngsville, PA, A.W.M.
Oct. 1-10.........Smithport/GlenCampbell, PA, A.W.M.
Oct. 12-17 ............Keepville/Albion, PA, A.W.M.
Oct. 19-24 .....................Columbus, OH, A.W.M.
Oct. 25-31.........................Falconer, NY, A.W.M.

Chalfant, Rev. Morris, 860 Bunker Hill,
Bourbonnais, IL 60914. (815) 935-8573. 

Cheatham, Rev. Robert E. (evangelist), 119 Oliver
Ave., Franklin, IN 46131. (317) 736-8063.

Collingsworth, Phil & Kimberly, (music evangel-
ism), 1836 Josephine St., Cincinnati, OH
45219 (513) 651-3680.
Sept. 1-5..............Connersville, IN, Bible Missionary
Sept. 12 a.m....Columbus, IN, First Church of the Naz.
Sept. 12 p.m..Columbus, IN, Calvary Ch. of the Naz.
Sept. 13-17 ...Louisville, KY, National Quartet Conv.
Oct. 6-10 ..................Greenville, MI, Wesleyan Pilgrim
Oct. 13-17 ..................Grawn, MI, Bible Methodist
Oct. 20-24 ..................Sylvis, IL, Bible Holiness
Oct. 29-30 .....West Harrison, IN, Youth Challenge ‘99

Darnell, H. E., 424 E. Alabama, Vivian, LA 71082.
(318) 375-2930.

Dotson, Timothy and Esther, (song evangelists),
145 Emmanuel Church Rd., Gratz, PA 17030.
(717) 365-3358.

Dunn Family, The M. J. (youth workers, singers,
instruments; house trailer), 6482 W. State
Road 252, Edinburgh, IN 46124. (812) 587-
5365 or 379-4721.

Earley, Rev. Robert D. (evangelist), 107
Timbersprings Dr., Indiana, PA 15701. (412)
349-0829 or 349-0823.

Edwards, Daniel and Angie, 5672 W. 700 N.,
Ridgeville, IN 47380. (765) 857-2725.
Sept. 3-12 ....Elliotsburg, PA, Pleasant Vly. Breth. in Ch.
Sept. 21-26.Blountsville, IN, Blountsville Chr. Ch.

Emert, Rev. and Mrs. William (evangelist and
spiritual counselor, with camper), 1030 E.
Main St., Roaring Spring, PA 16673. (814) 224-
2487.

Fay, Kenneth and Eleanor (evangelist and
singers), 2369 Mesa Ave., Emmett, ID 83617.
(208) 365-5993 or 365-4742.

Foster, Lowell L. (evangelist), P.O. Box 124, Murphy,
ID 83650. (208) 495-2730.

Gallimore, Rev. Allen (evangelist), Rt. 1, Box 151,
Pulaski, VA 24301. (540) 980-3319.

Glick Family, The Jerald (song evangelists with
instruments), P.O. Box 556, Westfield, IN
46074. (317) 758-5042.

Grubbs, Rick, LIFECHANGERS “Redeeming the
Time” Seminar Series, 275 Majestic Dr.,
Salisburg, NC 28146. (704) 279-5018.

Hallaway, Rev. Dale, 44625 Cloverdale Rd.,
Centerville, PA 16404. (814) 827-3222.
Aug. 26-Sept. 6 ........Cardington, OH, Camp Gilead
Oct. 8-17..........Sparta, MI, New Hope Holiness
Oct. 22-31 ..................Templeton, PA, A.W.M.C.

Harrington, Rev. Milton (evangelist), 107 Stone
Brook Court, Taylors, SC 29687. (864) 848-
9180.

Haynes, Rev. Edward P. (evangelist), 2336 Barnor
Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46219. (317) 353-8861.

Humble, Richard G., 457 Tarlton Road, P.O. Box
356, Circleville, OH 43113. (614) 477-3052.
Sept. 10-19 ...................................Kingston, ON
Oct. 12-17.................................Summitville, IN

Jones, Rev. Philo (evangelist), 6739 E. Speed
Road, Milltown, IN 47145. (812)633-4418.

Light, Rev. and Mrs. David (evangelist and
singers), 9342 Twin Falls Rd., Copper Hill, VA
24079. (540) 929-5163.
Aug. 26-Sept. 6 .Cardington, OH, Camp Gilead
Sept. 16-26.........Franklin, PA, Pilgrim Holiness
Oct. 1-10 ...........Terre Haute, IN, Bible Holiness
Oct. 14-24 ...........Howard, PA, Pilgrim Holiness
Oct. 28-Nov. 14.Martinsburg, OH, Faith Holiness

Loman, J. Harold, P.O. Box 1, Salisbury, NC
28145. (704) 636-1957.
Sept. 5-10.......Liberty, NC, Pleasant Hill Chr. Ch.
Sept. 12-16 .......................Stuart, VA, Wesleyan
Sept. 19-23 .........Rock Hill, SC, West Main Naz. Ch.
Sept. 26-30 ........Troy, NC, Long Hill Baptist Ch.
Oct. 3-7 ................High Point, NC, Charity Bapt.
Oct. 10-14.....Concord, NC, Broadus Mem. Bapt.
Oct. 17-21............Troy, NC, Callicut Ch. Church
Oct. 24-28 .............High Point, NC, Calvary Naz.
Oct. 31-Nov. 4....Graham, NC, Wesleyan Church

Miller, Rev. and Mrs. Bence C. (evangelist), 2104
Pinewood Dr., Columbus, IN 47203. (812) 378-
9614.

Parker, Rev. Dan (evangelist), 140 W. Hester Dr.,
Easley, SC 29640. (864) 850-2955.

Peyton, J. B. “Juddie” and Eunice (evangelist and
singers), P.O. Box 983, Bedford, IN 47421.
(812) 275-4068.

Roach, Charles and Helene (evangelists and
singer, travel trailer), P.O. Box 506, Frankton,
IN 46044. (765) 754-8152.

Russell, Mark (evangelist), RR 1, P.O. Box 158B,
Centerville, PA 16404. (814) 827-4113.

Searls, Rev. Chad and Valerie (evangelist and
singers, travel trailer), 5228 N. St. Rt. 60 N.W.,
McConnelsville, OH  43756. (740) 962-3398.
July 29-Aug. 8.........Ramsey, IN, Ramsey Camp
Aug. 9-13 .Junction City, OH, Vision Youth Camp

Scott, Noel and Betty (evangelist & singers), P.O.
Box 297 Lowry City, MO 64763-0297. (417)
644-7521; Fax (417) 644-2363.

Smart, Marshall and Nadine (evangelist and
singers), 1278 N. State St. PMB #119,
Greenfield, IN 46140-1055. (317) 326-4455.
Aug. 31-Sept. 5...Elwood, IN, Pilgrim Holiness
Sept. 7-12 ...........Muncie, IN, Pilgrim Holiness
Sept. 17-26 ........Lansing, MI, Pilgrim Holiness
Sept. 28-Oct. 3..St. Louis, MI, Wesleyan Holiness
Oct. 10-17 .......Penns Creek, PA, Penn View Bible 
Oct. 19-24 ...Greenville, PA, W. Salem Wes. Meth.
Oct. 26-31...Northville, NY, Fox Hill Pilgrim Hol.

Thomas, Larry and LaDonna (song evangelists),
230 Roosevelt St., Westfield, IN 46074. (317)
896-1272.

Thornton, Rev. Robert J. (evangelist), 232
Northview Est., Indiana, PA 15701. (724) 357-
9545.

Thornton, The Wallace Family (evangelist and
song evangelist with travel trailer), 136
Grundy Rd., Somerset, KY 42501. (606) 678-
0413.

Tillis, Rev. and Mrs. William R.(evangelist) Box
189 Penns Creek, PA, 17862. (717) 837-5859.
Aug. 31-Sept. 5.........Milford, OH, Independent
Sept. 7-12 .............Marcy, NY, Pilgrim Holiness
Sept. 14-19 ....Rockwood, NY, Pilgrim Holiness
Sept. 21-26 .......Massena, NY, Pilgrim Holiness
Sept. 28-Oct. 3..................Austin, IN, Wesleyan
Oct. 5,6,7.......................Garden City, MI, I.H.C.
Oct. 10-17 .....Columbus, OH, W. Broad Chapel
Oct. 19-24 ...........Austin, IN, Christian Pilgrim
Oct. 29-Nov. 7 .......Bird Lake, MI, Independent

Wagner, Fred and Viola (evangelists and singers
with several instruments – travel trailer),129
Faith Ave., DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433-9544.
(850) 834-3290. OPEN DATES

Watts, Rev. and Mrs. Billy (evangelist and
singers), 910 S. Columbia St., Frankfort, IN
46041. (317) 659-9182.

Webb, Rev. Orlow and family, (evangelist and
singers), Rt. 3, Box 1206, Mitchell, IN 47446.
(812) 275-3279 or (812) 275-7820.

White, Rev. John F. White, (evangelist), P.O. Box
86, Penns Creek, PA 17862. (717) 837-2328.

Wilkins, Chester (evangelist), 3219 E. 13th St.,
Anderson, IN 46012-4569. (765) 643-5666.

Wilson, Rev. and Mrs. Ermal L. (evangelist and
musicians), 6730 S. Meridan St., Marion, IN
46953. (765) 674-7537.
Through Sept. 14........................................Open
Sept. 21-26......Aurora, IN, Wilmington Hills Wes.
Oct. 6-10 ..............Kokomo, IN, Trinity Wesleyan
Oct. 12-17 .....Muncie, IN, Memorial Dr. Wesleyan
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THE NORTHERN NJ SUNDAY SCHOOL
ASSOCIATION PRESENTS THE 39TH ANNUAL

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
CONVENTION

FRIDAY EVENING & SATURDAY
OCTOBER 22-23, 1999

HAWTHORNE GOSPEL CHURCH
Route 208, Hawthrone, NJ

KEYNOTER: DR. KEITH PHILLIPS, WORLD IMPACT
MUSIC: CHRIS WRIGHT — WEST CHESTER, PA

• 150 WORKSHOPS & 50+ MINISTRY EXHIBITS•

FOR CONVENTION INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL:
800-363-4410 or 973-283-1540

(FAX#: 732-776-8733)
E-MAIL: Info@ministriesconvention.com

WEB SITE: www.ministriesconvention.com
NNJSSA, an independent, Bible-centered ministry, encouraging all

area Churches and Ministries.

ADMINISTRATOR/EDUCATOR needed
for Transylvania Inc., a Wesleyan-Arminian
School of Theology. Write to THE SEARCH
COMMITTEE, 927 Freeport Rd., Freeport,
PA 16229. An application form, along with a
copy of the Constitution and By-laws will be
sent upon request.

WANTED
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LOOKING AHEAD AT GBS

SEPTEMBER
21-22 Missionary Convention

OCTOBER
5-9 Heritage Week
5-7 School of the Prophets
8-9 Homecoming
11 Columbus Day Observed
31 Daylight Savings Time Ends

NOVEMBER
9 Registration for Second Semester

11 Veterans’ Day
23-29 Thanksgiving Vacation

25 Thanksgiving Day

�(p3) pastor who was carelessly voted out of his church
and left to pick up the pieces of his shattered future and
heal the wounds of his embittered children. I thought of a
senior saint forced into a lonely nursing home. I thought
of a faithful administrator suffering the terrible pains of
burnout and deep depression from having given all to
advance God’s kingdom. I thought of a young wife left
alone with two small children after the tragic death of her
husband. I thought of a young teenage girl trying hard to
live for God in a godless environment, who brutally lost
her virginity to a wicked stepfather’s incestuous behavior.

Like Job, each of these people have journeyed down the
treacherous path of pain and to the dark places of sorrow
and suffering and can’t understand why. Perhaps each of
us can identify with Job. None of us are strangers to dis-
couragement and despair. We, too, battle with the painful
question: Why? The real question is not why, but how do
we respond? Do we just give up and quit? Do we become
bitter and turn our backs on both God and man? The
answer, of course, is a resounding NO! The great lesson
learned from the book of Job is that we have a heavenly
Father who can and does bring triumph out of trial and
blessing out of brokenness. Job teaches us that God has a
way of using suffering in our lives to make us better.
Someone has said that it is doubtful that God can use any
man greatly until He has hurt him deeply. Suffering has a
way of seasoning and sanctifying the soul like nothing
else we will ever experience in life. The tragic marriage
and personal suffering of Hannah Whitehall Smith
became the seedbed out of which grew unbelievably rich
and blessed devotional writings. J. B. Phillips, who is well

known for his beautiful translation of the New Testament,
lived in a constant struggle against depression. His biog-
raphers wrote of him, “He knew anxiety and depression
from which there was only temporary release. For a peri-
od of fifty years he had to cope with psychological distur-
bance and dark depression. And while he never lost his
faith in God, he never ceased to struggle against mental
pain.” William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army,
came to a point more than once in his ministry that he
was so drained and dried out that he wanted to quit and
get some respectable job that would keep him and his wife
Catherine going. William Booth, however, is remembered
by the Salvationists as a tower of strength, a man of
abounding energy and unrelenting in his warfare against
sin. Behind the scenes, though, we see a glimpse of his
humanity and his being subject, as we all are, to depres-
sion in the face of exhaustion and hardship.

The secret to all of these people’s successful lives and
the secret to your success, is simply in “going on” when
life is difficult. They kept their faith in Him who knows
what’s best.

Are you under great stress and facing deep suffering?
Are you under great pressure beyond your ability to
endure? Are you discouraged? Are you asking questions
that seem to have no good answer? You are in good com-
pany. The great saints who have gone before you did too.

Life will afflict all of us with trouble and pain. We will
all be tempted to turn and run or to give up and quit. Life
will tumble in someday for all of us; but when it does, just
keep holding on and keep going on. Victory and unspeak-
able blessing will be yours in the end.

�(p5) external, the other is experiential and internal.
Both are essential, and both are by the Spirit, who testi-
fies of Jesus in the Word and then brings Him to our
hearts. He records the miracle of the Incarnation in the
one and affirms it in the other.

For Jesus who came graciously to dwell among us
dwells graciously among us yet. Once He walked our
streets, heard our cries, and wept our tears. For us He
came; for us He died; for us He rose again. For us, too, He
ascended to the Father. But He never really left us; and
still He walks our streets, hears our cries, and weeps our
tears. “I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you,”
He promised (Jn. 14:18); and by this He meant that the
Holy Spirit would make Him as near to us and as dear to
us as to those He touched in old Judea. “He will glorify
me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you”
(Jn. 15:26), He added. Always the Spirit is doing this; and
at every turn of the road, He confronts us with the cruci-
fied and risen Lord.

So it is the Spirit who brings Jesus Christ to us, and
it is also the Spirit who brings us to Jesus Christ. Since
we are rebels, proud and stubborn, He battles with us



about our treason; and this is called conviction. Since
we must regret our sins and then renounce them, He
leads us to repentance; and this is called contrition.
Since we must be restored to Heaven’s favor, He brings
us to pardon and new birth, and this is called conver-
sion. Jesus now begins His holy, gentle life within us;
and this life, initiated by the Spirit is also nourished by
the Spirit. Always it is God the Spirit who is the bond of
union between us and God the Son, even as He also is
the bond of union between the Persons of the Triune but
Undivided Godhead. It is in this role that He continual-
ly seeks to deepen our fellowship with Jesus and renew
our life in Him.

In the Holy Word declared with power; in the means of
grace received with joy; in the love of friends and in the
lives of saints; in the whisper of prayer and in the round
of duty; and in the sacred acts and solemn silences of the
congregation, the Spirit glorifies the Son, who draws
near to us as we draw near to Him. Always the Spirit is
opening such doors into transcendence for us; but there
are others, too, sometimes in most unexpected places.
But wherever He opens them, light glimmers through to
us from paradise; and in that light Our Lord Jesus comes
to beckon us.

For many sensitive, yearning souls, the rich imagery of
art, symbol, architecture, and music is such a door. As we
know, all truth belongs to God; and so likewise, all beau-
ty belongs to Him, who is Himself the essence of what is
beautiful and true. All beauty—whether in heaven or on
earth—is but a revelation of His own; and the beauty here
is only a reflection of the beauty there. Perhaps to lure us
to Himself, He has placed within us a love of beauty; and
He has also equipped us with the creative urge to repli-
cate it. We do not know what opportunities are in heaven
to perfect that urge, but certainly our best efforts here are
feeble and incomplete. Yet they are intimations of the
glory which awaits us; and even now the Spirit uses them
as points of access between the world below and the
world above.

Remember the swelling music of J. S. Bach, who so
often signed his scores “Sola Gloria Dei”—for the glory
of God alone. Recall Holman Hunt’s “The Light of the
World,” that noble painting in St. Paul’s in which Jesus
knocks upon a door long closed against Him. Picture a
graceful spire pointing up to heaven and raising the
Redeemer’s cross upon the smudged and sooty skyline of
the most secular and savage of our cities. Does not the
Spirit use these as mighty links to Jesus?

Or think of Zion Chapel, and its glowing window.
Never shall I forget my own, dear mother weeping as she
gazed upon that splendid glass. But her weeping was not
sad, but joyous; and her heart was filled with longing for
Him; and as her longing met His own, He did step out of
that stained-glass window to enfold His aging dear one
in His strong and loving arms. That was long ago, and
Mother is not aging now; for she has passed into the

light where there are no calendars to count the years.
Does she recall His coming to her in Zion Chapel?
Perhaps someday I shall think to ask her; but what is
more important is that He who was real to her then is
more real to her now.

Yet for millions He stays imprisoned in the arched
and colored windows. He is splendid there, and He is
invoked at weddings or at funerals; but He is no more
relevant to daily life than Washington and Lincoln, all
framed and matted on the schoolhouse wall. Like them,
He is a distant hero, much admired but mostly disre-
garded. This stained-glass Jesus elicits sentimental feel-
ings; and sometimes He is used like a rabbit’s foot to
ward off suffering and distress. But to those who think
of Him like this, He is merely a flitting shadow—not at
all the real, flesh-and-blood Saviour who strides man-
fully through the gospels and still thrusts Himself into
the rhythms of our lives.

Consider also those whose sin is not to disregard Him
but to distort Him. They talk constantly of Jesus, mem-
orize His words, and argue about their meaning. But He
is never real to them, for they have no conception of
who He really is. Glibly they call Him Saviour but will
not make Him Lord! This distinction He never lets us
make, for He will not be the one unless He also is the
other. They sing about Him, pray to Him, and say they
love Him greatly. But they have no serious intention of
taking up His cross to follow Him in loyalty and obedi-
ence. True, their Jesus makes them comfortable and
soft; but He is not the real Jesus who lifts our feet from
hell and brings them safe to heaven.

Think, too, of those grim and determined souls who
have made Him like themselves—narrow, rigid, and
severe. Theirs is a particularly ugly caricature of Him, not
at all like the winsome friend of sinners who came to us
by Mary’s womb. These are sincere and serious about reli-
gion. But, alas, it is mostly an empty routine of dutiful
performance, rigid codes, and heavy burdens; and there is
none of the gladness which the gospel promises or of the
faith which it provides. This is Christianity without
Christ, and it is mean and monstrous. For Jesus is
Emmanuel, “God with us”; and if His gospel means any-
thing at all, it means that He is with us now and that He
will be with us forever.

Out on the Nebraska prairies Pastor Dahl is sleeping
near the graves of those he served; and nearby, Zion Chapel
towers above the buildings which surround it. Above the
altar is that stained-glass window in which Jesus Our
Redeemer opens His arms to us. In that lovely sanctuary
He still is ready to step out of the beautiful glass to those
whose longing meets His own. But then everywhere He is
doing that; and always it is by the Spirit, who in countless
ways is determined to make Him real.
________________________________________________________
Larry D. Smith is editor of God’s Revivalist and a member of
the ministerial faculty of God’s Bible School and College.
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October 8 & 9, 1999
on the campus of God’s Bible School

Friday, October 8
7:00 pm Keynote Concert  (Adcock Chapel)
8:00 pm Homefest (Gymnasium)
8:00 pm Alumni Reception (Dining Hall)

Saturday, October 9
8:30 am Continental Breakfast (Dining Hall)

10:00 am Alumni Recognition and Reflection
(Adcock Chapel) We will be honoring
the high school and college 
graduating classes of 1974

11:00 am Looking Ahead (Adcock Chapel)
12:00 pm Buffet Luncheon (Dining Hall)


